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August  22, 2008


Seinfeld is a situation comedy TV show that originally aired on NBC on July 5, 1989 and ran until May 14, 1998 (9 seasons).  There were 180 episodes and I never saw even one of these original shows.  For some unknown reason, I never thought I would like Seinfeld.  But a couple of years ago, I started watching the reruns which run on ABC (local programming) and TBS almost every night and I got hooked on the show.  Now, I think I have seen every show several times.  It is great comedy – In 2002, TV Guide named Seinfeld as the greatest sitcom of all time.
The series was created and mostly written by Larry David and Jerry Seinfeld, who starred as a fictional version of himself.  The show is set predominantly in an apartment on New York City’s Upper West Side.  The second most used set is at Monk’s Cafe which is an actual restaurant located at 112th St. and Broadway. Seinfeld is famous for being a “show about nothing.” Most of the episodes focus on trivial things that go on during every day life.  The show stood apart from other sitcoms of the time for not placing a shred of importance on its characters learning any moral lessons.
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	Jerry’s Apartment Building
	Monk’s Café (as referred to in the show)


The main characters include:
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	Jerry Seinfeld (Jerry Seinfeld) - Jerry is the show's central character who comes across as a "neat freak" and obsessed with orderliness. In the show, Jerry makes a living as a stand-up comedian. His apartment is the center of a world visited by his eccentric friends George, Elaine, and Kramer. He is often seen as "the voice of reason" amid all the insanity generated by the people in his world. Plot lines often involve Jerry's romantic relationships; he typically finds "stupid reasons" to stop dating women. His favorite superhero is Superman.
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	George Costanza (Jason Alexander) - George is Jerry's best friend since school. He is cheap, dishonest, petty and often jealous of others' achievements. He is often portrayed as a loser who is insecure about his capabilities. He often complains and lies about his profession, relationship, and almost everything else, which usually creates trouble for him later. He often uses an alias ("Art Vandelay"), when lying or assuming a fake identity. George was once described by Elaine as a "short, stocky, slow-witted, bald man". He fantasizes of being an architect. He often does questionable things which others might also do but often gets caught in the act (such as urinating in a parking garage).
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	Elaine Benes (Julia Louis-Dreyfus) - Elaine is intelligent and assertive, but superficial. She sometimes has a tendency to be very honest with people, which often gets her into trouble. She often gets caught up in her boyfriends' habits, her eccentric employers' unusual demands, and the unkindness of total strangers. A recurring plot line for Elaine is her frustrating inability to find Mr. Right. She used to date Jerry, and remains his close friend. One of Elaine's trademark maneuvers is her forceful shove when she receives good or shocking news while using her catch phrase "get out!" She is notable among sitcom females in that she is not the "straight face" of the show and behaves with much the same conceited attitude as her male friends.
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	Cosmo Kramer (Michael Richards) - Kramer is Jerry's "wacky neighbor" and friend. His trademarks include his humorous upright hairstyle, vintage clothing and his energetic sliding bursts through Jerry's apartment door. At times he acts naive, dense, and almost child-like, yet randomly shows astonishing insight into human behavior. Though he never seems to have held a 'real' job, Kramer's wacky schemes, among other unknown sources of money, leave him without any apparent financial issues. He often dreams of ridiculous schemes to make money. Kramer consistently goes out of his way to help total strangers. Despite being arguably the strangest of the group, Kramer seems to have the most success with the opposite sex. He is always doing questionable things in Jerry's apartment, and his catch phrase is "Giddyup".


There are numerous recurring minor characters on Seinfeld.  I will mention six of them:
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	Newman (Wayne Knight) - An overweight, despicable, though curiously scholarly postal worker. He is Kramer's accomplice and Jerry's nemesis and is a neighbor of both. He will go out of his way to make Jerry's life miserable. He is usually greeted contemptuously by Jerry with "Hello Newman" to which he also mostly responds with "Hello Jerry" in similar fashion. He is typically found plotting against Jerry, eating, and being obnoxious in Jerry's apartment. Newman has an infatuation for Elaine, who finds him repellent, but will occasionally exploit his attraction to her.


Morty and Helen Seinfeld (Barney Martin and Liz Sheridan) - They are Jerry's parents, who live in Florida. Morty is a retired raincoat salesman and famous for obstinately sticking to his convictions; Helen cannot understand why anyone would not like her son. They always feel that Jerry is not making enough money and try to help him out financially. These two characters are based on Jerry's biological parents.
Frank and Estelle Costanza (Jerry Stiller and Estelle Harris) - They are George's eccentric parents. George lives with them and usually blames them for his current mental state and failure to succeed in life. They are known for their violent temper, often leading to yelling and constant verbal fights.
Uncle Leo (Len Lesser) - He is Jerry's uncle and Helen's brother. He personifies the eccentric old man and often tries to demean Jerry with comparisons to his own purportedly successful son Jeffrey who works for the NYC Parks Department. He has a habit of grabbing the person with whom he is conversing by the arm.
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	Jerry’s Apartment
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	Monk’s           Cafe


In most episodes, the show began with Jerry Seinfeld delivering his stand-up comedy routine, which is set in a comedy night club.  The theme of his act is loosely based on the plot of that episode.  Nearly every episode is based on the writers' real life experiences. The show is typically driven by humor dispersed with superficial conflict and characters with strange dispositions. Many episodes revolved around the main characters becoming involved in the lives of others and typically with disastrous results. However, regardless of the damage they caused, they never gained anything from the experience and continued to be selfish, egocentric people. Even when George’s girlfriend Susan's died licking the cheap wedding invitation envelopes that George picked out, it elicited no genuine emotions from anyone in the show. Seinfeld has propelled many catchphrases such as “Yada Yada Yada”, “Master of your domain”, and “Not that there's anything wrong with that” into daily life conversations.
Here are the plotlines from a couple of my favorite shows:
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THE NOTE
Jerry, George, and Elaine get free massage therapy by getting a note from Jerry's dentist to present to the insurance company. Jerry's therapist becomes paranoid and thinks Jerry is insane when he makes some casual remarks about a small boy who was kidnapped in Pennsylvania. George becomes very uncomfortable when he finds out that his therapist is a man. He tells Jerry that he thinks 'it moved' during the massage and starts to have doubts about his sexual orientation. Meanwhile, Kramer claims he saw Joe DiMaggio in Dinky Donuts but the others do not believe him. Roy gets into trouble for passing around fake notes. In Roy's office, George becomes uncomfortable when Roy repeatedly asks for George's opinion of Evander Holyfield. George is quoted as saying "I mean he's a nice guy and a good fighter, but I don't like him," thus building on George's insecurity about his own sexuality. Jerry tries to see the physical therapist once more, but she's afraid that he will try to kidnap her son. The episode ends with the four eating in Monk's and viewing Joe DiMaggio dunking his donuts (though DiMaggio is never seen). George then says "You see, now that is a handsome man!" and Jerry and Elaine raise their eyebrows. Kramer tries to break DiMaggio's concentration by banging the table and yelping.
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THE PARKING GARAGE
After Jerry, Elaine and George accompany Kramer to buy his new air-conditioner, once they arrive back at the car parking garage to get into Kramer's car; all four of them have forgotten where Kramer parked. Jerry and George both having to go to the toilet, Elaine with her new dying fish in a bag of water and also George needing to get back in time for his parent's wedding anniversary, everyone is anxious to find the car and just "get the hell out of here." George and Jerry are both found separately urinating in the car parking lot and taken to the parking lot office and fined. Elaine tries to pick a fight with two body builders because they won’t help find their car. All this time, Kramer is lugging around this big awkward air-conditioner box. George finally gets a very attractive lady to drive them around to look for the car. After a few rude remarks, she kicks them all out and there is the car right in front of them.
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To appreciate the humor, you must watch a few episodes.  The Seinfeld Show is well written and has exceptionable comedy actors playing the key characters.  If you are not already hooked on Seinfeld, you probably will be after watching it a few times.  If you are the rare person who does not think the Seinfeld Show is funny, you probably can not see any humor in every day life events and you are miserable and grumpy most of the time.

“Not that there is anything wrong with that”

                                bigdrifter44@GMail.com[image: image16.png]
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