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	Safest US Cities
October 29, 2008


In my last column we found out what cities in the United States were the most dangerous and the poorest.  They were for the most part the same cities.  I did receive some complaints from a few of my more liberal readers for blaming the Democratic leadership for running these cities into the ground.  Most liberals blame every problem in the world on George W. Bush.  Just in case you didn’t read my last column, I stated the fact that every one of the most dangerous and poorest cities in the US is run by a Democratic mayor.  In this column, we are going to learn a little bit about the safest mid-sized (75,000 to 200,000 residents) and large (over 200,000 residents) cities in United States.  As a rule, small towns are safer than big cities so there are a lot of safer cities and towns then the ones we will be discussing.  And just to be fair to my critics, the leadership of these safe cities is evenly split between Democratic and Republican leadership.
SAFEST MID-SIZED CITIES

	#1 Mission Viejo, California

Population is 98,500

Median family income is $98,857

Median cost of a house is $783,000

Closest large city is Anaheim
Slogan - "Mission Viejo, a safe place for you and your money"
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The racial makeup of the city is 83% White, 1% African American, 8% Asian, 4% from other races, and 4% from two or more races. Hispanic or Latino of any race is 12% of the population. 

Mission Viejo is not only the safest city in the US but it is one of the most scenic. Located in Orange County, Southern California, the city of Mission Viejo is suburban, comprised mostly of residential dwellings and small businesses. The city boasts many parks and three golf courses as well as a man made lake located in the center of the city.  
	#2 Clarkstown, New York

Population is 83,000

Median family income is $98,800

Median house price is $530,000

Closest big city is New York City

Ancestries: Italian (23%), Irish (18%), German (10%), Russian (7%), Polish (5%)
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The racial makeup of the town is 80% White, 8% African American, 8% Asian, 2% from other races, and 2% from two or more races. Hispanic or Latino of any race is 7% of the population.

Clarkstown is located in Rockland County, New York and has been on the list of the safest cities in America for seven years in a row. This active community boasts many parks and lakes and its education system rates amongst the best in the state.

	#3 Sugar Land, Texas

Population is 80,000

Median family income is $104,000

Median house cost is $294,000

Closest big city is Houston

Fact - The Karankawa and the Atakapa tribes settled in what is now Sugar Land.
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The racial makeup of the city was 56% White, 5% African American, 1% Native American, 34% Asian, 2% from other races, and 2% from two or more races. Hispanic or Latino of any race is 8% of the population.

The city of Sugar Land is located in Fort Bend County along the Gulf Coast region of the United States. One of the nation's fastest growing cities, Sugar Land is home to Imperial Sugar, thus the regions sweet name. In 2004, the city was named by Money Magazine as one of the best places to live and in 2004, 2005 and in 2006 the city won the title of fittest city in America.

	#4 Brick, New Jersey

Population is 85,000
Median family income is $78,890

Median house cost is $275,000

Closest big city is Newark
Fact - Beaches are located on the Barnegat Peninsula
	[image: image6.jpg]





The racial makeup of the township is 96% White, 1% African American, 1% Asian, 1% from other races, and 1% from two or more races. Hispanic or Latino of any race is 4% of the population. 

Located in Ocean County New Jersey, Brick has been amongst the top five safest cities in America for years. The city is close enough to the beaches for residents to enjoy a host of water activities and recreation. Brick has a large population of seniors and retired people and is known for being family oriented.

	#5 Amherst, New York

Population is 120,000

Median family income is $69,000

Median house cost is $260,000

Closest big city is Buffalo

Fact - The Town of Amherst borders a small section of the Erie Canal
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The racial makeup of the town is 89% White, 4% African American, 5% Asian, 1% from other races, and 1% from two or more races. Hispanic or Latino of any race is 1% of the population.

Amherst, New York is located in Erie County directly northeast of the city of Buffalo. Amherst boasts a number of libraries, many recreational sports leagues as well as its own symphony orchestra. The city also has a museum and a host of recreational activities for its residents.
	#6 Thousand Oaks, California

Population is 127,000

Median family income is $120,805

Median house cost is $640,000

Closest big city is Los Angeles
Fact - Named for the many oak trees that make their home in the city
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The racial makeup of the city was 85% White, 1% African American, 1% Native American, 6% Asian, 4% from other races, and 3% from two or more races. 7% of the population is Hispanic or Latino of any nationality.

The City of Thousand Oaks, located in beautiful Ventura County, 12 miles inland from the Pacific Ocean, is nestled against the Santa Monica Mountains and surrounded by more than 14,800 acres of natural publicly owned open space. This open space contains 75 miles of trails for hiking, biking, or just leisurely walking. While this natural acreage gives the community the best of nature, another source of pride in our community is the Thousand Oaks Civic Arts Plaza. Thousand Oaks, a master planned family-oriented community, is home to excellent schools, outstanding parks, and myriad shopping opportunities, including the largest auto mall in the nation. 

	#7 Newton, Massachusetts

Population is 83,800

Median family income is $121,500

Median house cost is $650,000

Closest big city is Boston

Nickname is the Garden City
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The racial makeup of the city is 88% White, 7% Asian, 2% African American, 1% Native American, 1% from other races, and 1% from two or more races. Hispanic or Latino of any race is 3% of the population.  Newton, along with neighboring Brookline, is known for its considerable Jewish and Asian populations.

Located in Middlesex County, Newton is essentially a residential suburb of Boston. It is made up of thirteen "villages" all of which have a city center of their own. The city boasts two symphony orchestras, a huge library and other amenities for its residents. Newton was number one on the list of the safest cities in America in 2003, 2004 and 2005. 

	#8 Colonie, New York

Population is 80,000

Median family income is $63,000

Median house cost is $270,000

Closest big city is Albany

Fact - Within the Town of Colonie is a village, also known as Colonie
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The racial makeup of the town is 90% White, 4% African American, 4% Asian, 1% from other races, and 1% from two or more races. Hispanic or Latino of any race is 2% of the population.

Located in Albany County, New York, Colonie is a family-oriented town and provides recreation in the form of Thursday night concerts, summer camps and youth talent shows. The city has a historical society, a youth bureau, parks, a town pool, sports complexes and more all concentrated on providing safe entertainment and enjoyment to people of all ages.

The Mohawk River Community Partners of Colonie is organized to identify, preserve, protect and promote the natural, scenic, cultural, historical, economic and recreational resources of the Mohawk River waterfront area in the Town of Colonie.
	#9 Toms River, New Jersey

Population is 95,000
Median family income is $64,000

Median house cost is $340,000

Closest big city is Trenton

Fact – 23% of Toms River total area is water.
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The racial makeup of the township is 93% White, 2% African American, 3% Asian, 1% from other races, and 1% from two or more races. Hispanic or Latino of any race is 5% of the population.

Located in Ocean Township, Toms River is home to many beaches and the famous New Jersey Salsa and Chili cook off. Toms River Fest is a large carnival held in the summer that brings many tourists to the area and downtown Toms River is home to the second largest Halloween parade in the world.

	#10 Orem, Utah

Population is 85,000

Median family income is $52,000

Median house cost is $260,000

Closest big city is Salt Lake City

Orem uses the moniker "Family City USA"
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The racial makeup of the city is 91% White, 1% Native American, 1% Asian, 1% Pacific Islander, 4% from other races, and 2% from two or more races. Hispanic or Latino of any race is 9% of the population.

The City of Orem is located on the eastern shore of Utah Lake. It borders Provo on the South and Lindon on the North.  It is located in the foothills of Mount Timpanogos.  Orem is 45 miles south of Salt Lake City and is the sixth-largest city in Utah.
Despite Orem's image as a predominantly Mormon or White American community, it does have a fair share of ethnic/racial diversity. Orem is the state's largest Mexican American community and the area of choice for Latino immigrants.
SAFEST LARGE CITIES

	#1 Irvine, California

(See picture at top of this column)

Population is 210,000

Median family income is $111,500

Median house cost is $640,000

61% White - 30% Asian American
Fact: 7th richest city in the US
	#2 Colorado Springs, Colorado

Population is 373,000

Median family income is $77,000

Median house cost is $260,000

81% White - 12% Hispanic

Military bases include Fort Carson, Schriever AFB and US AF Academy

	#3 Huntington Beach, California
Population is 202,000

Median family income is $90,000

Median house cost is $678,000

79% White - 14% Hispanic

Nickname – Surf City USA
	#4 Virginia Beach, Virginia

Population is 436,000

Median family income is $53,500

Median house cost is $300,000

71% White - 19% African American

Located on the shores of the Atlantic Ocean and Chesapeake Bay

	#5 Austin, Texas
Population is 743,000

Median family income is $54,100

Median house cost is $260,000

65% White - 31% Hispanic

Largest city without a professional sports league 
	#6 Mesa, Arizona
Population is 460,000

Median family income is $50,000

Median house cost is $260,000

82% White - 24% Hispanic

Mesa was founded in January 1878 by Mormon pioneers

	#7 Denver, Colorado
Population is 567,000

Median family income is $48,200

Median house cost is $280,000

52% White - 32% Hispanic

Denver is nicknamed the Mile-High City because its official elevation is exactly one mile
	#8 Wichita, Kansas
Population is 361,500

Median family income is $49,250
Median house cost is $210,000

75% White - 16% African American

Omaha is the largest city in the state of Nebraska and located on the Missouri River

	#9 Omaha, Nebraska

Population is 433,000

Median family income is $51,000

Median house cost is $250,000

78% White - 13% African American

Omaha is located on the Missouri River
	#10 Honolulu, Hawaii
Population is 372,000

Median family income is $56,400

Median house cost is $640,000

20% White - 56% Asian

In the Hawaiian language, Honolulu means "sheltered bay"
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Honolulu is not only one of the safest big cities in the US but it is by far the most scenic.  Honolulu is the only major city where the Asian race is dominant with 56% – only 20% of the population is white.  The average for the other 19 safest cities is 79% white.  Brick, New Jersey has the highest percentage of white people with 96%. The city with the most Hispanic or Latino people is Denver with 32%.  The safe city with the most African Americans is Virginia Beach with 19%.  

The safe city with the most population is Austin, Texas with 743,000.  The safe city with the highest median family income is Newton, Massachusetts with $121,500.  The median cost of a house is highest in the safest city in the US (Mission Viejo) at $783,000.

The states with the most safe cities are California (Mission Viejo, Thousand Oaks, Irvine, and Huntington Beach) and New York (Clarkstown, Amherst, and Colonie).  
I was not surprised to find out during my research that a high percentage of safe cities are master planned communities.  The #1 mid-sized city (Mission Viejo) and the #1 large city (Irvine) are both planned communities.  The city I live in (Mililani, Hawaii – population 40,000) is also a master planned community and is one of the safest cities in the US.  I have lived there for 33 years and never had a problem.  Of course, I have always had a German Shepherd or Rottweiler dog to chase away any intruders. 

There are thousands of safe small towns, mid-sized, and large cities in the United States where residents can enjoy a quiet, safe lifestyle.  If you enjoy the sound of gunfire or the screams of people being beaten up, move to Detroit, Michigan or New Orleans, Louisiana.
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