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As most of my readers know, we have a Rottweiler named Kudo.  What you might not know is the fact that Kudo is the most lovable dog we have ever had.  You will see pictures and hear more about Kudo later in this column but first let’s take a closer look at the Rottweiler breed in general.
History

The Rottweiler breed is an ancient one, whose history stretches back to the Roman Empire. In those times, the legions traveled with their meat on the hoof and required the assistance of working dogs to herd the cattle. One route the army traveled was through the small market town of Rottweil in Germany. This region eventually became an important cattle area and the descendants of the Roman cattle dogs proved their worth in both driving and protecting the cattle from robbers and wild animals.  Butchers in Rottweil used Rottweilers to their guard their cattle. The Rottweiler was also used to protect the butcher’s earnings for the day. After work when the butcher would visit the local tavern before going home he would place his money in a leather pouch and tie it around the neck of his Rottweiler. Nobody was going to mess with the butcher's Rottweiler.

In the middle of the 19th century a law was passed banning the drive of cattle over roads. This and the coming of the railroad pretty much put the Rottweiler out of a job as a herder. On top of this, the Donkey replaced the rotty for pulling carts and the breed almost died out.    

The build up to World War I saw a great demand for police dogs and that led to a revival of interest in the Rottweiler. The Rottweiler came to America by their German owners who emigrated here and by visiting Americans to Germany who found the dog impressive.  From that time the breed has become more and more popular with dog owners and in 1935 the Rottweiler was officially recognized by the American Kennel Club (AKC).  In fact, in the mid 1990s, the popularity of the Rottweiler reached an all time high with it being the second most registered dog by the AKC.
A popular misconception about the Rottweiler is that the breed was bred for dog fighting.  Though not their origin, they have been used for dog fighting and tend to do very well. The Pit Bull is no match for the bigger and more powerful Rottweiler in the ring.
Appearance

The breed is black with clearly defined tan markings on the cheeks, muzzle, chest, legs, and eyebrows. The markings on the chest should form two distinct upside-down triangles; a tiny patch of white in between is acceptable (Kudo has this white patch) but not desired for show dogs. The cheeks should have clearly defined spots that should be separate from the muzzle tan. The muzzle tan should continue over the throat. Each eyebrow should have a spot. Markings on the legs should not be above a third of the leg. On each toe should be a black 'pencil' mark. Underneath the tail should also be tan. 

Nails are black. Inside the mouth, the cheeks may have black patches, although the tongue is pink. The skull is typically massive, but without excessive jowls. The forehead is wrinkly when the Rottweiler is alert. The Rottie's eyes are a warm and dark brown. The expression should be calm, intelligent, alert, and fearless. The ears are small drop ears that lie flat to the head. The coat is medium length and consists of a waterproof undercoat and a coarse top coat. It is low maintenance, although it will experience shedding during certain periods of the year. 

Rottweilers are not naturally without tails. Tails were originally removed to prevent breakage and infection that would occur when the tail became covered in mud and other debris collected from pastures and livestock. Today, many owners decide to have the tails removed soon after the puppies' birth for purely cosmetic reasons. The tail is usually docked to the first joint. The chest is deep and should reach the Rottie's elbows, giving tremendous lung capacity. The back should be straight; never sloping. The Rottweiler stands 25 to 27 inches high for males and 23 to 25 inches for females. Weight is usually 90-100 pounds for females and 110-120 pounds for males.
Behavior

Rottweilers that are well trained and cared for can be as well behaved as any other dog and in general they are fond of children, very devoted, quick to learn, and eager to please. However, any poorly trained dog can become a danger in the wrong circumstances. Such behavioral problems as chewing and barking for attention can be a result of lack of human interaction. The Rottweiler is a working dog that is also good for protection of children, as well as guard duties.

The Rottweiler is a steady dog with a self-assured nature but it also has a natural tendency to assert dominance if not properly trained. They can be strong-willed and should be trained in a firm and consistent manner. The owner must be perceived by the dog as the leader. If the owner fails to achieve this status, the Rottweiler will readily take on the role. Aggression in Rottweilers is associated with poor breeding, poor handling, lack of socialization, natural guarding tendencies, and/or abuse.

The Rottweiler is not usually a barker. Male dogs are silent watchers that notice everything before they attack. When the male attacks, he tends to go very still, there's no warning growl or movement. Females may become problem barkers in order to protect their den. An attentive owner is usually able to recognize when a Rottweiler perceives a threat. Barking is usually a sign of annoyance with external factors rather than a response to actual threats. In recent years the breed has received some negative publicity due to the fact that in the U.S., the Rottweiler is the number two breed of dog named in fatal human attacks.

Is a Rottweiler the right dog for you?
A Rottweiler may be right for you if you are an experienced dog owner and have the time and patience to work with your dog. It is very important that your rottweiler knows its place in the "pack". Rottweilers are powerful and very smart dogs. They have been known to be pushy with their masters if they believe that they have taken a step up the "pack" ladder.  Rottweilers can be a great family dog. A person who wants to own a rottweiler needs to make sure that they have time to spend with the dog as a rottweiler is known to "stick like glue" to their family. They have big hearts and are very loving and attentive. They can't stand to be away from "their people" for long periods of time. Rotties are calm, steady-tempered, confident, courageous, and can learn and do almost anything.    

On the other hand, a Rottweiler might not be the right dog for you if you don't want to deal with the following:
   - Rottweilers are bulky dogs who take up a lot of space in your house and car. 
   - A heavy dog who wants to sit on your feet, lie on your lap and lean his weight against your leg.  They like to play a little rowdy and they will jump up on you when they get excited about doing something fun like going for a ride in the truck. 

   - They can be destructive when they are bored by not getting enough exercise or not getting enough attention. 
   - Rottweilers will show aggression toward other animals and might want to chase after them.  They also don’t like big trucks and buses.  These chasing instincts require a confident owner who can take charge and control their dog. 

  - Slobbering, drooling, and gassiness (flatulence) are normal.  Yes, Rottweilers are famous for making a lot of “stinkies”. 

  - Possible legal liabilities (public perception, future breed bans, insurance problems, increased chance of lawsuits). 

  - Several possible serious health problems and a short lifespan (about 10 years).
So, is a Rotty the right dog for you?

It was for my wife and me.  Let’s take a look at our dog Kudo and a few things that I have learned about Rottweilers.
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	Rottweiler pups are so cute!  Here is Kudo at 5 weeks old when we took him home.  He was scared and shaking but still managed to growl a lot.  He learned quickly where to go to the bathroom and was never a big problem.  
	Look at the size of those feet!  We knew at an early age that he was going to be big.  As a young dog, Kudo was very playful and liked to chew on things like rocks and the carpet.  He had fun exploring the yard and chasing birds.   
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	Kudo really likes to work!  He carries the pool hose and brush and then follows me around and barks at me while I’m cleaning the pool.  He helps pull the dead branches out and digs up the weeds.  He gets the water hose for me and is right in the middle of all of our work projects. He just loves to take junk to the dump in my truck.  

	[image: image9.jpg]



	[image: image10.jpg]



	[image: image11.jpg]




	Kudo is a great guard dog!  No unwanted guests or thieves have ever come into our yard.  Rottweilers can look really mean when they wrinkle their nose, show their sharp teeth and growl loudly.  When Kudo barks in the middle of the night, we know somebody or something is out there and we better go check.

	[image: image12.jpg]



	[image: image13.jpg]



	[image: image14.jpg]




	Kudo has a lot of toys!  He has over 80 stuffed animals and balls including a full sized gorilla and a black dog.  He loves to play with his toys and will tease the people he likes.  When our daughter Tracy was living at home, her and Kudo would tease and chase each other around for hours.  
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	Kudo eats better than most people!  He has steak, turkey or chicken with his dog food every day.  He also gets a special dog biscuit plate every night. On Saturdays we go to McDonald’s for sausage and biscuits.  He likes ice in this water bucket and it is not a good idea to try and take his bone away until he is done with it.
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	Tracy and Kudo
	Patsy and Kudo


The one thing Kudo likes to do better than anything else is to go riding in my truck.  He goes for at least one ride every day.  Kudo sits on the passenger seat and looks intently for dogs, cats, buses or big trucks so that he can bark at them.  He likes to go to the beach and every once in awhile we take him down to the North Shore to see the horses.  He is not used to seeing creatures bigger than himself.

Kudo is a great companion and protector.  Life would be much more boring at home without him around.  I’m the type of person who must have a dog.
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