[image: image1.jpg]



	[image: image2.png]



	Pleasant Grove
January 27, 2010
	1251002


	On September 13, 1850, several covered wagons that were carrying seven Mormon families came rumbling along an old Indian trail towards an inviting grove of Cottonwood trees at the foot of Mount Timpanogos. These pioneers built cabins in a fort-like formation and prepared for winter. Other pioneer families followed and this settlement was Pleasant Grove's beginning. It was originally named Grove Fort and then String Town after a road with a string of homes along it.  Later, this settlement was renamed Battle Creek after a clash between the Utah pioneers and the Timpanogos Ute Indian Tribe that took place nearby. The settlement's name was changed but the scene of the fight (four Indians and no pioneers were killed) still carries the name Battle Creek and Battle Creek Canyon. The Indian name for this area was "Mepha" or "Little Waters". Since the first settlers built their cabins in a "pleasant grove" of tree, this more pleasing name was adopted for the town officially on January 19, 1855. 
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My ancestors and family have lived in Pleasant Grove since 1873.  On the next couple of pages, I will provide a pictorial family history. 
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Jeppa and Anna purchased a 30-acre farm in an area of Pleasant Grove that later become known as “Little Denmark”. They built a house, a barn, a chicken coup, a shanty, and two granaries.  This is the same house my grandparents, my parents, and us kids lived in. My mother actually lived in this house for 75 years until she moved to Orem in 1992. 
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Front view of our house in Pleasant Grove

That is my son Mike standing in front of the old barn and the outhouse

[image: image7.jpg]



[image: image8.jpg]



Grandpa Swen John Nelson

Grandma Ella Florence Walters Nelson
Grandpa and Grandma Nelson had five children – Harold, Zelda, Boyd, Arva, and my mother Dorothy who was the youngest.

Pictured at the right (top left to right) are Boyd, Arva’s husband Eldon, my dad Delbert, and Harold. The ladies sitting (left to right) are Boyd’s wife Hilda, Arva, Dorothy, Harold’s wife Thelma, and Zelda.
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My dad and mother on their wedding day

Clockwise from top left (Me in the7th grade, my sister Linda, my brothers John, and Scott) Is that an Aloha Shirt I’m wearing?
Okay, you have probably figured out by now that Pleasant Grove is my hometown. It was a great town to grow-up in.  I called Pleasant Grove home until moving to Hawaii in 1970.

The picture at the top of this column is Pleasant Grove at dusk. When you look at the picture, the mountain on the left is Mount Mahogany, the mountain of the right is Mount Baldy, the mountain in the middle is called Little Mountain (we always called it the “G” mountain), and the big mountain looming over all three is Mount Timpanogos. Timp (as we call it) is the second highest mountain in Utah with an elevation of 11,749 feet above sea level. The word Timpanogos comes from the Timpanogos Indian tribe who used to live in the valley. Timp has ice glaciers on the back side and the snow never completely melts. The little valley on the left is called Grove Creek and the little valley on the right is called Battle Creek. There is a hiking trail in both valleys and across the top of the “G” mountain.  When I was a kid, we used to hike up to the base of Timp and look for Indian Arrowheads – we found lots of them. There is also a hiking trail to the top of Timp that starts on the back side at Aspen Grove.
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View of Timp from Aspen Grove

View of Timp from Pleasant Grove

Since the soil in the Pleasant Grove area was ideal for fruit trees and berries, it became a prominent fruit and berry producer and in 1915 the Pleasant Grove Cannery was built near the Union Pacific Railroad line.  It provided an outlet for row crops, such as peas, green beans, corn, tomatoes, and pumpkins, as well as various fruits.  Pleasant Grove was a major strawberry producer, established a mid-June Strawberry Days celebration, and became known as Utah's Strawberry City. This three-day community-sponsored activity features parades, rodeos, carnivals, and various sporting events. Although local strawberry fields are now nonexistent, the city proclaims the event as the longest established celebration in Utah.
Early non-farm related industries included two wood finishing mills. Fugal Construction and Plumbing Company that has employed numerous people since 1906.  The Concrete Pipe Plant began operation in the late 1930s, providing pipe for the Salt Lake aqueduct. This project stopped during World War II, causing the plant to close. After the war, it operated sporadically under different ownerships -- United Concrete Pipe, and now California Pressure Pipe Company. Our house and property was located directly across the street from the Pipe Plant.  Bayleys Clothing Company employed several people from the late 1960s into the 1980s. An industrial park, located on the west side of the city since the 1960s, contains several service-oriented businesses.
The biggest employer in the area was the Geneva Steel Plant which was located four miles south of Pleasant Grove.  Geneva operated from December 1944 to November 2001. Its unique name came from a resort that once operated nearby on the shore of Utah Lake. My dad worked in the Geneva Rolling Mills until health issues forced him to retire.
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Pleasant Grove is located in central Utah, 36 miles southeast of Salt Lake City and 12 miles northwest of Provo. It is situated in Utah Valley between Utah Lake and the western slope of the Wasatch Mountain Range.
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When I was going to school in Pleasant Grove, our rival towns were American Fork and Lehi. In the early years, American Fork was the biggest town and had a hospital (where I was born) and a golf course. Lehi was the smallest town but they had a nice swimming resort called Saratoga. In Pleasant Grove, we had done of these things but we did have the canal to swim in and we had the mountains. Over the years, this area of Utah has really grown – today Lehi is the biggest and American Fork is the smallest of the three towns.
[image: image19.jpg]POPULATION GROWTH COMPARISON

City 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010

PleasantGrove 4,000 5,000 6,000 10,000 16,000 24,000 34,000
AmericanFork 6,000 7,000 8,000 13,000 16,000 22,000 27,000

Lehi 3,000 4,000 5,000 7,000 9,000 20,000 45,000





Downtown Pleasant Grove is a one block area that consisted of the following businesses: Smith’s Drug Store, Smith’s Grocery Store, the Post Office, the Bank, the Grove Theater, Christensen’s Clothing Store, Doctor and Dentist Offices, Pleasant Grove City Police, Fire Department, Library, and other city offices.  Oh darn, I forgot the most important historical establishment in Pleasant Grove – The Pool Hall. Yes, while I was living there, this was the only place in town you could get a cold beer and play some pool. 
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Downtown Pleasant Grove

The Pool Hall

I mentioned earlier that my ancestors settled in area of Pleasant Grove called “Little Denmark”.  This was a popular area where many Scandinavian people settled. For such a small town, Pleasant Grove is unique for having 12 distinct neighborhoods.  See map on next page. 
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Back in the old days, the most valuable land was the flat futile valley farm land in “Little Denmark”, “North Field”, and “Manila”. Hardly anybody lived in the foothill mountainous areas of “Big Springs”, “Grove Creek”, and “Battle Creek”.  But now days, the most expensive land and the biggest houses overlooking the city are located there. Why didn’t I buy up all this land when they were selling it for a few dollars an acre? "Mud Hole" was an area where the community's merchandising and entertainment occurred. It was said that the "upper class" lived in this area. “Sam White’s Lane” is the area of town where pastures and livestock (horses, cows, sheep etc.) are located. “Old Fort” is the original downtown area. “String Town” was the area with the first string of houses.  "Monkey Town" was named because the youth gathered on "fog" corner in the area and "monkeyed" around which caused adults great concern over the mischievousness of the area’s youth. I haven’t found out why they named a neighborhood “Scratch Gravel” but I know this area used to have a lot of fruit trees. 
I’m going to end this column with two poems and a few more pictures that might bring back a few memories to family, friends, and other people who have lived in Pleasant Grove.
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Our House in the Winter
Pleasant Grove Cemetery
Battle Creek Falls
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	I would like to give a special thanks to my sister (Linda Lugo) and my mother (Dorothy Petersen) for providing me with family ancestry and Pleasant Grove history information.    
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