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	Mass Murders
February 20, 2007


In my last column we learned a little bit about American Serial Killers and in an earlier two-part column we talked about Islamic terrorists.  So, we might as well learn something about another group of killers - the people who commit mass murder.  A mass murder (massacre) is the act of murdering a large number (four or more) of people at the same time or over a relatively short period of time.  These mass murders may be committed by individuals, terrorists, state-sponsored killers (genocide), other organizations (such as cults) or in warfare.

Mass murder by individuals

Mass murderers may fall into any of a number of categories, including killers of family, of co-workers, of students, and of random strangers. Their motives may range from revenge to financial gain to religious fanaticism to mental illness.

Workers who assault fellow employees are sometimes called "disgruntled workers," but this is often a misnomer, as many perpetrators are ex-workers. They are dismissed from their jobs and subsequently turn up heavily armed and kill their former colleagues. In the 1980s, when two fired postal workers carried out such massacres in separate incidents in the US, the term "going postal" became synonymous with employees snapping and setting out on murderous rampages. One of the 1980s most famous "disgruntled worker" cases involved computer programmer Richard Farley who, after being fired for stalking one of his co-workers, a woman by the name of Laura Black, returned to his former workplace and shot to death seven of his colleagues, although he failed in his attempt to kill Black herself.

In massacres by students, such as the Columbine High School Massacre and the Virginia Tech massacre, alienated youth(s) rampage through their schools killing fellow students and teachers alike before turning the guns on themselves.

	The Trolley Square shooting was a shooting rampage that occurred on Monday, February 12, 2007, at Trolley Square Mall in Salt Lake City, Utah. The shooting resulted in the deaths of five bystanders and the shooter himself, as well as the wounding of at least four others. The killer's massacre was fatally halted by five police officers, including one off-duty officer who had been at a restaurant with his wife prior to the shooting. The gunman, Sulejman Talović, was an eighteen-year-old Bosniak immigrant. He had a history of minor juvenile incidents, had dropped out of high school and had been living in Salt Lake City with his mother.
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Cho Seung-hui, 23, the Virginia Tech student who was responsible for killing 33 people and wounding 28 others on Monday, April 16, 2007. 
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	Bryan K. Uyesugi, 40, arrived at the Xerox Engineering Systems office at 1200 N. Nimitz Highway (Honolulu) shortly after 8 a.m. on Tuesday, November 2, 1999, went to the second floor and then began shooting employees. The dead were identified as Ronald Kataoka, Ford Kanehira, Peter Mark, Melvin Lee, Christopher Balatico, Ronald Kawamae and John Sakamoto.


There have also been mass killings that may have been unintended, at least in terms of formal premeditation to kill many people. In 1990, Julio González set fire to a New York City nightclub after having a fight there with his girlfriend. Eighty-seven people died in the blaze (Gonzalez's girlfriend survived).
Mass Murder by Terrorists

Terrorists are responsible for over 3,000 attacks world-wide each year leaving over 6,000 innocent people dead and another 16,000 wounded.  They also take about 6,000 innocent people hostage each year.  

In recent years, terrorists have performed acts of mass murder to intimidate a society and draw attention to their causes. Examples of major terrorist incidents involving mass murder of more than 100 individual include:

▪ June 23, 1985 Air India Flight 182 bombing over the Atlantic Ocean - 329 killed 

▪ December 21, 1988 Pan Am Flight 103 bombing over Scotland - 270 killed 

▪ March 12, 1993 Bombay bombings - 257 killed 

▪ April 19, 1995 Oklahoma City bombing in the United States - 168 killed 

▪ August 7, 1998 U.S. embassy bombings in Kenya and Tanzania - 224 killed 

▪ September 11, 2001 attacks in the United States - 2,973 killed
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▪ October 12, 2002 Bali bombing in Indonesia - 202 killed 

▪ March 2, 2004 Ashura massacre in Iraq - 170 killed 

▪ 11 March 2004 Madrid train bombings in Spain - 191 killed 

▪ September 4, 2004 Beslan school hostage crisis in Russia - 344 killed 

▪ February 28, 2005 Al Hillah bombing in Iraq - 127 killed 

▪ 11 July 2006 Mumbai train bombings in India - 207 killed 

▪ March 27, 2007 Tal Afar bombings and massacre in Iraq - 152 killed
Mass Murder by State-Sponsored Killers
Genocide is the deliberate and systematic destruction of an ethnic, religious or national group.  Probably the most famous mass murder by a state is the Holocaust.  But there have been several more recent mass murders happening in Africa (Rwanda, Congo, Somalia, Sudan, Nigeria, and Uganda).  The Rwandan Genocide was one of the worst - the 1994 mass killing of the hundreds of thousands of ethnic Tutsis and moderate Hutu sympathizers in Rwanda and was the largest atrocity during the Rwandan Civil War. This genocide was mostly carried out by two extremist Hutu militia groups over the course of about 100 days, from April 6 through mid-July, 1994. At least 500,000 Tutsis and thousands of moderate Hutus died in the genocide. Some estimates put the death toll at about 1,000,000.
For over ten years, University of Hawaii political science professor R. J. Rummel has been researching the lethal effects of government upon society.  He has published a series of books giving some shocking statistics about megamurdering states.  How many people do you think have been killed by government violence - the intentional killings of their own subjects and citizens or people under their political control - in the 20th century?  The answer is: A little over 170 million.  If you count the deaths of military combatants, governments have killed about 205 million people.  

The megamurdering states of the 20th century have been: the U.S.S.R. (1917-1987), 61,911,000; Communist China (1949-1987), 35,236,000; Nazi Germany (1933-1945), 20,946,000; and Nationalist (or Kuomintang) China (1928-1949), 10,076,000. These are followed by the "lesser" megamurdering states: Japan (1936-1945), 5,964,000; Cambodia (1975-1979), 2,035,000; Turkey (1909-1918), 1,883,000; Vietnam (1945-1987), 1,678,000; North Korea (1948-1987), 1,663,000; Poland (1945-1948), 1,585,000; Pakistan (1958-1987), 1,503,000; Mexico (1900-1920), 1,417,000; Yugoslavia (1944-1987), 1,072,000; Czarist Russia (1900-1917), 1,066,000. 

Mass Murder in Warfare

During war, a military force commits mass murder when it unlawfully kills non-combatants. Depending on the circumstances such murders may constitute war crimes, crimes against humanity or genocide or a combination of two or all three.

Mass Murder-Suicide by a Cult Organization
Here are a couple of well-known examples:

James Warren "Jim" Jones (May 13, 1931 – November 18, 1978) was the American founder of the Peoples Temple, which became synonymous with group suicide after the November 18, 1978 mass murder-suicide by poison in their isolated agricultural intentional community called Jonestown, located in Guyana. Over nine hundred people died from cyanide poisoning or gunshot wounds in the aftermath of Jones ordering his men to kill visiting Congressman Leo Ryan and numerous members of his entourage.
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	Jim Jones and some of his followers
	Heaven’s Gate Logo


Heaven's Gate was the name of an American religious group led by Marshall Applewhite and Bonnie Nettles. The group's end coincided with the appearance of Comet Hale-Bopp in 1997. Applewhite convinced thirty-eight followers to commit suicide so that their souls could take a ride on a spaceship that they believed was hiding behind the comet carrying Jesus.
And to think most of us thought the world was reasonably civilized and a safe place to live!  Between all of the terrorist attacks, serial killings and mass murders, we are lucky to be alive!  Just kidding - Actually, we are lucky to live in a “free” country like the United States where common citizens have some say about who is elected and how the government is run.  We can thank our military for keeping it that way.  The people living in Africa and the Middle East countries are not so lucky.  Our chances of getting killed by a mass murder are very low.  In fact, mass murder makes up less than three percent of all homicides in the US.  Public mass murders are very rare.  Most mass murders in the US happen in the home – usually by a family member killing their own family or during a home invasion.

Let’s profile an individual mass killer in the United States.  Most likely it will be a white 20 year old male with a very troubled mind and he will commit the killings on a Monday using a gun.

While I was researching mass murders on the Internet, I could not believe the number of idiots who think President George W. Bush is the worst mass killer alive.  Do these people remember 9-11?  Do they think these terrorists are nice people?  Do they think if we throw down our weapons, we can all live in peace? I know one thing – if America doesn’t stand up to and defeat these radial terrorists, we will all be slaughtered like a bunch of sheep.
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