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Manti Te’o’s Dead Girlfriend Story was the most heartbreaking and inspirational story of the 2012 college football season.  Notre Dame's Manti Te'o played this season under a terrible burden. The Mormon linebacker who led his Catholic school's football program back to glory, Te'o was torn between personal tragedies along the way. In the span of six hours in September, Te'o learned first of the death of his grandmother, Annette Santiago, and then of the death of his girlfriend, Lennay Kekua.
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	Kekua, 22 years old, had been in a serious car accident in California, and then had been diagnosed with leukemia. Notre Dame and sportswriters described how Te'o would phone her in her hospital room and stay on the line with her as he slept through the night. Her relatives told him that at her lowest points, as she fought to emerge from a coma, her breathing rate would increase at the sound of his voice.

Upon receiving the news of the two deaths, Te'o went out and led the Fighting Irish to a 20-3 upset of Michigan State, racking up 12 tackles. It was heartbreaking and inspirational. Te'o would appear on ESPN's College 


GameDay to talk about the letters Kekua had written him during her illness.  He would send a heartfelt letter to the parents of a sick child, discussing his experience with disease and grief. The South Bend Tribune wrote an article describing the young couple's fairytale meeting where she, a Stanford student and he, a Notre Dame star met after a football game in Palo Alto. 
We would have all been happier (especially Manti Te’o, his family, and Notre Dame) if the story would have ended there.  But no, a couple of reporters from Deadspin.com did some investigating and discovered that Manti’s girlfriend, Lennay Kekua, never existed.  The whole thing was an elaborate hoax!!  This became and still is one of the biggest stories ever in the United States and not only in the sports community.  It made the front page headline in the Honolulu Star Advertiser three days in a row.  Before I give you my opinion on the whole mess, let’s take a look at the facts.  Well, maybe they are not facts since the information put out changes daily.
Timeline of Events
	Date
	Event

	28 Nov 2009

2010-2011

Early 2012

Sometime in Apr 2012

Jun 2012

Jul-Aug 2012

10 Sep 2012

11 Sep 2012

12 Sep 2012 (Morning)
12 Sep 2012 (Afternoon)

15 Sep 2012

22 Sep 2012
1 Oct 2012

Oct-Nov 2012

24 Nov 2012
4 Dec 2012

6 Dec 2012

8 Dec 2012

24 Dec 2012

26 Dec 2012

7 Jan 2013

16 Jan 2013

16 Jan 2013 

16 Jan 2013

16 Jan 2013
18 Jan 2013

24 Jan 2013

24 Jan 2013

24 Jan 2013

25 Jan 2013
	Manti Te'o and Lennay Kekua meet after Stanford's 45-38 victory over Notre Dame in Palo Alto.  Kekua, a Stanford student, swaps phone numbers with Te'o.
Manti and Lennay were just friends – but they kept in touch with each other.

Te'o and Kekua become a serious couple and talk on the phone almost every night.

Kekua has a car accident somewhere in California that leaves her on the brink of death.

As Kekua recovers from her injuries, doctors discover she has leukemia. A little later, she has a bone-marrow transplant.

Lennay’s condition improves and she graduates from Stanford. But, she soon takes a turn for the worse and enters into treatment at St. Jude Medical Center in Fullerton, Calif.  It is reported that Te'o talks to Lennay nightly, "going to sleep while on the phone with her.”
Kekua is apparently better and is released from the hospital.

Te'o's grandmother dies in Hawaii. Six hours later, Kekua dies in California of complications from leukemia.

Te'o is informed of his grandmother's passing.
Te'o is informed of Kekua's passing by her older brother, Koa.

Te'o records 12 tackles in leading the Irish to an upset win over Michigan State.

Kekua's funeral takes place in Carson, Calif. Te'o skips the funeral, saying Kekua had insisted that he not miss a game. That night, Notre Dame beats Michigan, 13-6. Notre Dame head coach Brian Kelly awards the game ball to Lennay Kekua, handing it to Te'o. 
Manti Te’o appears on the cover of Sports Illustrated.

Te'o's Heisman campaign began in earnest.

Te'o meets Ronaiah Tuiasosopo at the USC-Notre Dame game for the first time.
JR Vaosa tweets Te'o warning him that Kekua is a hoax and doesn't exist.  Apparently,  Al Vaosa, who knew Ronaiah Tuiasosopo and posts on Twitter as jayRahz, says he knew about the hoax before Te’o got involved. 

Te'o got a call from Kekua, saying she is not dead.
Te'o mentions Kekua in an interview for the last time.
Te’o notifies his family that he has been hoaxed.

Te'o notifies Notre Dame Head Coach Brian Kelly.
The National Championship Game – Te’o played badly and Alabama won by the score of 42-14.

Tuiasosopo calls him on the phone and apologizes for the prank.
The online sports site Deadspin releases an article revealing the scam.
Notre Dame Athletic Director Jack Swarbrick says that the school has conducted an investigation that has cleared Te'o.

Te’o issues statement saying that he was the victim of someone's sick joke and constant lies and it is painful and humiliating.
Te'o conducts an off-camera interview with ESPN reporter Jeremy Schaap.

The pictures Te’o had of the girlfriend were actually of Diane O’Meara.  Apparently, Tuiasosopo got them from her Facebook website. 

Notre Dame star linebacker Manti Te'o acknowledged to ABC's Katie Couric that he maintained the illusion of his dead girlfriend in the weeks after he received a call claiming that Lennay Kekua and her death were hoaxes.
It is reported that the voice of the girlfriend is in fact the man who masterminded the hoax, Ronaiah Tuiasosopo. The voice of the girlfriend on the phone recorder is released – It sounds like a girl.

New report says that Tino Tulasosopo (who lives in Pago Pago, American Samoa) is the girl that Manti has been talking to all these months.


The Other Players
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	Ronaiah Tulasosopo
Mastermind of the dead girlfriend hoax 
	Diane O’Meara
The unknowingly face of Lennay Kekua
	Tino Tulasosopo
Cousin who talked to Te’o on the telephone


Ronaiah Tuiasosopo comes from a big football family. His father, Titus, played for USC in the late '80s and early '90s. One uncle, Navy, played for the L.A. Rams; another uncle, Mike, coaches the defensive line at Colorado.  Tuiasosopo, now 22, had once been something of a football prospect himself. In 2005, the Los Angeles Daily News wrote that the young Tuiasosopo, then the sophomore starting quarterback for Antelope Valley High School in Lancaster, Calif., "looked like a star".  They thought for a while like he might sign to play for the University of Hawaii, but this never happened.  Once high school ended, in 2008, Tuiasosopo threw himself into his father's church. Titus is the pastor at the Oasis Christian Church of the Antelope Valley.  Ronaiah leads the church's band and sings.  Apparently, Ronaiah Tuiasosopo is gay and had intense feelings for Manti Te'o which he channeled through a female persona (Lennay Kekua) online and over the telephone.
Diane O'Meara is the woman whose pictures were used to make an online profile of Lennay Kekua, the fake person whom Te'o said he fell for without meeting in person. 
The 23-year-old O'Meara, of Long Beach, said when Tuiasosopo sent her a Facebook message on Dec. 16, it was the first time he'd contacted her since high school. Tuiasosopo confessed in a 45-minute phone call on Jan. 14 that he'd "stalked" her Facebook profile for five years and stolen photos to create Kekua.

Tino Tulasosopo is a cousin of Ronaiah Tulasosopo who lives in Pago Pago, American Samoa.  Her family told the New York Post that Te'o has been talking to her all these months – not Ronaiah Tuiasosopo.
	Al Vaosa, right, has posted on Twitter that he has known about the hoax, and severed ties with Ronaiah Tuisasosopo, who is the main suspect in the scheme.  Vaosa is a youth leader at his Christian Church and former pharmacy lab technician.  He is also gay and has tweeted numerous times making jokes about the fake girlfriend - Lennay Kekua.  He claims he was not involved in the scandal.
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The Ugly Truth (According to Deadspin)
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Manti Te’o
	There was no Lennay Kekua. Lennay Kekua did not meet Manti Te'o after the Stanford game in 2009. Lennay Kekua did not attend Stanford. Lennay Kekua never visited Manti Te'o in Hawaii. Lennay Kekua was not in a car accident. Lennay Kekua did not talk to Manti Te'o every night on the telephone. She was not diagnosed with cancer, did not spend time in the hospital, and did not engage in a lengthy battle with leukemia. She never had a bone marrow transplant. She was not released from the hospital on Sept. 10. She did not insist that Manti Te'o play in the Michigan State or Michigan games.  She did not request he send white flowers to her funeral. Her favorite color was not white. Her brother, Koa, did not inform Manti Te'o that she was dead. Koa did not exist. Her funeral did not take place in Carson, Calif. She was not laid to rest. Lennay Kekua's last words to Manti Te'o were not "I love you." – “Nothing you have read or heard was real!”


What People Are Saying

“Manti Te’o is gay and Ronaiah Tulasosopo is his boyfriend.”

“Anyone that believes this kid might as well go find his ex-fake girlfriend and marry her.”

“You can fool some of the people all of the time and all of the people some of the time. Seems to be true here, the "Hoaxer" fooled Te'o all of the time and a bunch of other people as well, like his team mates.”

“Seriously, there's really no story here except for our society's obsession with seeing bad things happen to others. It's quite pathetic.”

“Manti Te’o is gay and a liar.”

“His shitty performance in the title game against Alabama is more offensive to me than any hoax.  There is no need to make up a pretend girlfriend - no one cares if you are gay in this day and age.”
“Whatever, having fake girlfriends is over! All people are interested in these days is fake dead girlfriends.”

“Not unusual for a young man to have an imaginary girlfriend, although normally it's only for about five minutes at a time.”

“Life is a storm... You will bask in the sunlight one moment, be shattered on the rocks the next. What makes you a man is what you do when that storm comes.”
“Wow.  All of these Catholics are crazy upset about Lennay not being real. You can only imagine the kind of firestorm it's going to be when they finally find out about Jesus.”

-----------

Yes, even the atheists are getting their 2-cents in on this popular topic!!

I took a little survey of the comments online and it is running about 30% believing that Manti Te’o is an innocent victim of a hoax and about 70% that think he is lying and is involved somehow in the whole thing.
What I think

I agree with Manti’s father who said, “Manti is just a kid and sometimes kids do stupid things.”  I think Te’o fell for the girl during online conversations, tweets, and phone calls.  He had nothing to do with dreaming up this whole girlfriend hoax thing.  Manti Te’o was naïve, too trusting, and probably didn’t have much experience with girls.  He was the victim!  But after he did find out that his dead girlfriend never existed, he lied to protect his family, Notre Dame, and his own reputation.  I think Te’o found out somehow that there were people looking into the dead girlfriend details and that the whole hoax thing was going to “blowup” soon.   He knew having a dead girlfriend that he had never seen would make him look dumb.  Otherwise, he had no reason to tell anybody about it and could just hope that the whole thing would blow over without anybody knowing the real story.  It didn’t work out that way because now in the age of computers and smart phones, everything you do is captured on a camera and everything you say online or on your phone is captured on a server database somewhere.  Yes, Manti Te’o lied but most anyone else in his position would do the same thing.  
Let’s face it, if something like this happened to a normal 22 year old guy, nobody would care.  I could have a dozen dead fake girlfriends and nobody would care or believe it.  But since Te’o was an all-American linebacker from Notre Dame and won all of those awards, the dead fake girlfriend became a major news story.  Could something like this happen to me?  No, I need to see and touch any girlfriend I might have.  Besides that, my DNA dictates that I would never get that serious over any girl and I can say pretty much everything I have to say in 60 seconds or less on the telephone.
Manti Te’o broke no laws and he will be just fine.  He will be drafted by the NFL in the first or second round and make millions of dollars playing football.   He will find a real girlfriend someday, get married, have kids, and live a normal life back here in Hawaii once his football days are over.  He will always be a football hero to most people in Hawaii.  One important lesson he should have learned from all this is – be a lot less trusting of all people in the future.    
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