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	Israel
March 14, 2007


Would you believe that total U. S. assistance to Israel exceeds 100 billion dollars?  Although the U.S. gives money to more than 100 countries (about 20 billion a year), Israel and Egypt have been the single-largest recipients of U.S. aid.  Since the 1978 Camp David peace accords, we have been giving Israel about $3 billion and Egypt about $1.8 billion a year in economic and military grants.  The U.S. also gives Jordan about $450 million a year mostly to leave Israel alone.  
U. S. - Israel relations have evolved from an initial American policy of sympathy and support for the creation of a Jewish homeland in 1948 to an unusual partnership that links a small but militarily powerful Israel with the U.S. superpower trying to balance competing interests in the region. Some in the United States question the levels of aid and general commitment to Israel, and argue that a U.S. bias toward Israel operates at the expense of improved U.S. relations with various Arab states.  Other people believe that the democratic Israel is a strategic ally, and strengthens the U.S. presence in the Middle East.
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	State of Israel Statistics

Land area: About 8,000 sq miles

Population (2006 est.): 6,400,000

Density per sq mile: 810

Life expectancy: 79.5

Capital: Jerusalem

Largest cities:

          Jerusalem 696,000

          Tel Aviv 366,000

          Haifa 281,000

Monetary unit: Shekel

Languages: Hebrew, Arabic, English

Religions:  Judaism (77%)

                   Islam (16%)

                   Christian (2%)

Literacy rate: 95%

Most important river: Jordan 


What do you think?  Are we getting our money’s worth?  Why do the Arab countries hate Israel?  Can Israel and the U.S. ever get along with the Arab states?  Should the U.S. step aside and let the surrounding Arab states destroy Israel and wipe them off the face of the Earth like Iran’s President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said he would like to do?  
Before we rush into any decisions, let’s take a closer look at the history of Israel and Palestine.

	Biblical times (around 1700 BC)
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587 BC to 1948
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1948 to Present
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	The people of Israel trace their origin to Abraham, who established the belief that there is only one God, the creator of the universe.  This area was originally called the Land of Canaan.  A famine forces Israelites to migrate to Egypt.  In about 1300 BC, after 40 years in the Sinai desert, Mosses leads the Israelites back to the Land of Israel. 
After that, the region was controlled by a succession of superpower empires of the time in the following order:  Babylonian, Persian, Greek Hellenistic, Roman, Byzantine, Islamic, Christian crusaders, Ottoman, and the British Empire. 
At the end of World War I, Turkey’s Ottoman Empire was mandated to France and Britain. Lebanon and Syria were mandated to France and “Palestine” (today’s Jordan and Israel) was mandated to Great Britain.

In the first half of the 20th century there were major waves of immigration of Jews back to this area from Arab countries and from Europe.
In 1923, the British divided Palestine into two districts.  The Jews would be permitted only west of the Jordon river.  They formed an Arab Palestinian nation called Trans-Jordan on the east side of the river.  In 1946, this area was renamed again to Jordan.
During the British rule in Palestine, the Jewish people were subject to great violence and massacres directed by armed forces of the neighboring Arab states. During World War II, the Nazi regime in Germany decimated about 6 million Jews creating the great tragedy of The Holocaust.  

Finally in 1947, the British had had enough and turned the Palestine matter over to the United Nations.
On May 14, 1948 the “Palestinian” Jews declared their own State of Israel.  On the next day, seven neighboring Arab armies (Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Iraq and Yemen) invaded Israel.  When the 19 month war ended, Israel survived despite a 1% loss of its entire population.  Egypt occupied the Gaza Strip and Jordan occupied the West Bank.  The Arabs ended up with 85% of the original territory of Palestine. 
In 1967, as the Egyptian, Jordanian and Syrian armies mobilized along Israel’s borders, Israel executed a pre-emptive strike against Egypt and ended up winning this war and taking back Gaza, the West Bank and Golan Heights.  This war took only six days.
The 850,000 Palestinian Arabs living in these areas become refugees and created new problems.

The Yom Kippur War began on October 6, 1973 when Syrian and Egyptian armies launched a simultaneous attack on Israel.  This war took three weeks before the invaders were pushed back and a UN peacekeeping force put in place.
In November 1977, Egyptian President Anwar Sadat broke the years of hostility with Israel and on March 26, 1979 a peace treaty was signed.  Israel returned the Sinai peninsula to Egypt.  The Arab League reacted to the peace treaty by suspending Egypt.
With U.S. assistance, Israel and Lebanon reached an accord in May 1983 and that set the stage to withdraw Israeli forces from Lebanon.
In 1990, Iraq invaded Kuwait, triggering the Gulf War between Iraq and a large allied force let by the U.S.  Iraq also attacked Israel with 39 Scud missiles.  Under pressure from the U.S., Israel did not retaliate.
In 1992, diplomatic relations were established with China and India.
In 2002, Israel launches Operation Defensive Shield in response to massive Palestinian terrorist attacks.
In 2006, Israel carries out military operations against Hizbollah terrorism from southern Lebanon.  The UN brokered a tenuous cease-fire on August 14. 


As you can see, where has never been peace in this region especially for the State of Israel.  Israel is surrounded by several (22 to be exact) larger Arab countries and are outnumbered by at least 50 to 1 in population.  None of these countries have recognized Israel as a country and several have stated that their basic goal is their destruction.
So, why do the Arabs hate the Jews so much?  I was surprised to find so many different reasons.  The Arabs have hated the Jews from the beginning of recorded history.  The Jews are descendants of Abraham’s son Isaac and the Arabs are descendants of Abraham’s other son Ishmael. With Ishmael being the son of a slave woman and Isaac being the promised son who would inherit the promises to Abraham created animosity between the two sons.  Most Arabs are Muslims who follow the beliefs of their Prophet Muhammad and the Koran.  Several verses in Koran state that the Jews are corrupt, disobedient and are enemies of Allah.  The Arab countries see to it that even young schoolchildren are taught to hate Jews and recently have added Americans to the hate list.  An undercover operation has also discovered that the 300 or so Muslim schools in the U.S. also teach the students to hate Jews and Americans.  A recent Arab opinion poll showed that four out of five Arabs agreed that Israel and the U.S. were terrorist states and hate Israel for stealing “their” land.

The only way that Israel will ever get along with its Arab neighbors is if all parties concerned change their way of thinking.  It’s time for Muslims to stop this culture of hate and killing in the name of Allah.  Arabs and Muslims need to stand up for their families and stop allowing their leaders to use the West and Israel as an excuse to distract from their own failed leadership and their citizen’s lack of freedoms.  Muslims and Arabs must start treating their women with respect.  There must be no more killing of girls, oppression of women, female genital mutilation and polygamy.   Muslims must denounce and take steps to eliminate the radical element that make up most of the terrorists world-wide.  All of this is destroying the Muslim faith from within.  There must be a new culture of loving life instead of hate and loving death.  I’m afraid that we will never see this day.

Is the U.S. giving Israel too much foreign aid?  Yes.  Israel’s standard of living is currently higher than ours and they can pretty much take care of themselves.  We should provide them with military support and try to maintain peace in the region.  That should be enough.  We are also giving too foreign aid to Egypt and other countries.  I don’t think we should give one cent to any country that supports terrorism or talks “stink” about America.  There is too much of our hard-earned tax dollars going into the bank accounts of the corrupt leaders all over the World.  The whole foreign aid program needs to be examined and revamped.
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