[image: image1.jpg]My DH& By: Jemy D. Pefersen





	[image: image2.jpg]



	The Homelessness Problem (Part III) -

Where The Homeless Sleep

June 2006


Hawaii being out in the middle of the Pacific Ocean makes it different from the other 49 states.  A lot of the homeless people live on or near the beach.  My dog Kudo and I go for a ride in my truck every Saturday morning and we have been checking out the beaches on Oahu.  There are hundreds of people camped out all over the island.  The worst area we found was Sand Island Park.  There were hundreds of people living there and that was before they closed Ala Moana Beach Park.  It is scary just riding through the park early in the morning!  Good thing my dog is a Rottweiler and can really look mean when he wants to.  All of the West Oahu beach parks from Nanakui to past Makaha are filled with homeless people.  On the North Shore, most of the homeless are staying on the beaches across from Dillingham Field.  There are also many homeless people on the East beaches out by Waimanalo.  Most of these people prefer to camp at or near beach parks where there are restroom facilities.  A big portion of the beach homeless are families.  Most of these homeless people don’t have camping permits and are staying on the beach illegally.  Every once in awhile the city/state will make them move but they have no where else to go and will just find another beach to setup house.
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Downtown Honolulu and the surrounding area have the most homeless people.  It is also the most visible and the biggest eyesore.  Have you walked around this area lately?  It is crawling with crazy people, drunks, drug addicts, beggars, people sleeping on the sidewalks and in the alleys.  Aala Park is full of homeless people.  The Institute for Human Services (IHS) is located close to the downtown area and provides free meals for the homeless.  The IHS shelter also provides about 230 beds/mats for the homeless to sleep at night.  Many of the homeless stay close to the IHS and River of Life Mission so they can get something to eat.  I went downtown a couple of weeks ago and walked around to get my exercise and to checkout the homelessness problem for this report.  Chinatown and King Street are pretty much the same as they were when I used to frequent the area in the early 70’s (my single years).  Hotel Street is looking better with less "shady" bars.  The primary business area is a busy metropolis and looks good.  But, the one thing that stands out is the marked increase in the number of homeless people.

There seems to be 3 classes of homeless people just as there are with most societies - the rich, middleclass and the poor.  All of the homeless are poor but some are poorer than others.  The better off homeless have low paying jobs, a post office box and a car.  Some even have a locker to keep their belongings safe.  The worst off homeless people have a super market shopping cart to carry their belongings and nothing else.  The rest of the homeless people make up the middleclass.  Most of the working poor live on the beach or a beach park.  Some sleep in their cars.  Most of the shopping cart homeless live on the streets of Honolulu.  Shopping carts do not go well in the sand.

Here is a "laundry list" of what the homeless need:

-  Assistance in obtaining benefits they have coming (especially the veterans).

-  Assistance in finding low-cost housing (especially for the working homeless).

-  Assistance or training with daily living skills (especially for the mentally ill).

-  Jobs, job referrals and job training for those who want to work.

-  Transportation (especially to job sites and required service organizations).

-  Drug treatment and support group meetings.

-  Mental health care (get the seriously mental ill people into institutions).

-  Food and clothing.
-  Inexpensive child care for single mothers who want to work.
-  Case management and somebody to go to for help.
There are organizations trying to address these needs but the number of homeless people keeps increasing and resources required to keep up are not available.  Something needs to be done nation-wide to reverse this trend. 

    (See Part IV of the Homelessness Problem next week)
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