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	The People of Hawaii
October 10, 2007


There is no place on earth with such a diverse ethnic mix of people as in Hawaii.  The estimated total population of Hawaii is 1,286,000 people.  Here is the statistical breakdown from the last census:

	SEX and AGE
	RACE
	OTHER

	Male           50.2%

Female         49.8%

Under 20 years 27.1%

20 to 34 years 21.0%

35 to 54 years 29.9%
55 to 64 years  8.8%

Over 64 years  13.2%

Median age = 36.2
             
	Asian             41.6%

  Japanese        16.7%

  Filipino        14.1%

  Chinese          4.7%

  Korean           1.9%

  Vietnamese       0.6%

  Other Asian      3.6%

White             24.3%

Pacific Islander   9.4%

  Hawaiian         6.7%

  Samoan           1.3%

  Other Islander   1.4%

African American   1.8%

American Indian    0.3%

Some other race    1.3%

Two or more races 21.3%


	*Hispanic/Latino   7.2%

  Puerto Rican     2.4%

  Mexican          1.6%

  Cuban            0.1%

  Other Hispanic   3.1%

Not Hispanic      92.8%

Active military  50,000

Family members   65,000

Tourists:

   7+ million per year
Homeless people   7,000


*Hispanics or Latinos are persons of Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican, South or Central-American, or other Spanish culture or origin, regardless of race.  The federal government considers race and Hispanic origin to be two separate and distinct concepts; Hispanic Americans may be any race.

Later, we will find out where these different people live on the islands but first let’s take a quick look at the history of how all these people found their way to Hawaii.

The exact date when Polynesian people first set foot on these previously uninhabited islands is unknown because the Hawaiians were a people without writing, who preserved their history in chants and legends.  It is estimated that the islands were discovered between 600 and 700 AD.  These South Pacific Polynesians sailed into vast oceans with only their knowledge of the oceans, winds, sky and stars to find their way around.  They were the superior seamen of their time. 
Modern Hawaiian history began on January 20, 1778, when Captain James Cook made contact with the Hawaiian people on the island of Kauai.  James Cook (1728-1779) was an explorer, navigator and cartographer in the British Royal Navy.  He made three voyages to the Pacific Ocean and was the first European to discover the Hawaiian Islands.  Cook decided to name the islands the “Sandwich Islands” after the fourth Earl of Sandwich who was the British Lord of the Admiralty.  On February 14, 1779 at Kealakekua Bay (on the big island of Hawaii), some Hawaiians stole one of Cook’s small boats and when Cook and his men went to retrieve his stolen goods, there was a violence argument with villagers and shoots were fired.  The villagers using spears and stones stuck Cook on the head and stabbed him to death.  Several villagers and four British Marines were also killed in the confrontation.
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During the 1780s and 1790s the Hawaiian chiefs were constantly fighting for power.  After a series of battles that ended in 1795, the Hawaiian Islands were united for the first time under a single ruler who would become known as King Kamehameha the Great.  The following Kings and Queen ruled the Kingdom of Hawaii until the overthrow of the Hawaiian monarchy in 1893.
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	Kamehameha
	Kamehameha II
	Kamehameha III
	Kamehameha IV
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	Kamehameha V
	Lunalilo
	Kalakaua
	Lili’uokalani


	In April 1820, the first Christian missionaries come to Hawaii from Boston and the islands were forever changed.  The Hawaiians didn’t really have a religion so when King Kamehameha II converted to Christianity, many others followed his lead.  The missionaries destroyed many ancient alters and heiau (temples) and replaced them with churches. Today the largest religious groups remain Roman Catholics and Protestants.  The missionaries brought reading and writing and other skills to the islands that put Hawaii on the map.  Western law made its way into Hawaii life and the Hawaiian Constitution came into existence in 1840 along with a supreme court and a parliament.  The missionaries’ descendents took over much of the land and there was a great agricultural boom in the early 20th century, bringing more and more immigrants from Japan, China, and the Philippines to work in the fields of sugarcane and pineapple.  Hawaii became a melting pot of world cultures, faiths, and customs, which forged a new identity that still holds true today.  A lot of the Native Hawaiians today are not too happy about all this progress and wish that all these foreigners never would have come to the islands. 
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Immigrants from various countries continued to come to Hawaii and intermarried with Hawaiians and other racial groups.  Twenty-two percent of the people in Hawaii have an ethnic mix of two or more races. 

	Chinese
	Chinatown

	The first group of Chinese plantation workers arrived in 1852.  Between 1852 and 1856, several thousand Chinese were brought in to labor on the plantations.  By 1884, this number had risen to 18,254.  Quite a few Chinese men married Hawaiian women and as a result, Hawaiian-Chinese families are common in Hawaii today.
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Japanese

In 1890 there were 12,610 Japanese listed in the census and the figure grew to 61,111 by 1900.  Now, Japanese or part Japanese made up some 40 percent of the population of the islands.  
Koreans

In 1903, the first major group of Korean immigrants arrived.  This was marked by the arrival of the SS Gaelic from Inchon, Korea.  During the next two and a half years, sixty-five boatloads of Korean laborers landed in Honolulu with 7,843 passengers.  Upon their arrival, the immigrants were scattered to plantations on Oahu and the Big Island.  Between 1911 and 1924, many of the bachelor Korean immigrants sent home for "picture brides" and not so long after that eight hundred Korean women arrived.  Subsequently, the first Korean Bar opened in downtown Honolulu and the woman helped stabilize the Korean population in Hawaii.

Filipinos

The Filipinos were the last large-scale arrival of immigrant groups recruited to Hawaii as plantation laborers.  They were drawn mainly within the Philippine Islands - Tagalogs, Visayans, and Ilocanos.  Between 1907 and 1931, nearly 120,000 Filipinos, mostly males, came to the islands.

	Samoans
	Polynesian Cultural Center

	The Samoan migration to Hawaii was unique in that the Samoans did not come as plantation workers and they were the only significant group of Polynesian migrants that come to Hawaii.  The first large group of Samoans came to Hawaii in 1919 when the Mormon temple was built in Laie on Oahu's northeastern shore.  In 1952 about 1,000 more Samoans arrived and it is estimated that there are 16,720 Samoans resident in Hawaii today, the majority of them on Oahu.
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Hawaii was annexed by the United States in 1898, became a US territory in 1900, and has been a state since 1959.  Now in the year 2007, almost all of the descendants from these early settlers and a lot of other people like me are out on the roads of Honolulu causing gridlock every morning and evening.
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As the old saying says, “Birds of a feather flock together”, the same goes for people of different races.  In Hawaii, because of all the mixed races, this is a little more difficult to do but still holds true in most cases.  The following chart shows the cities where the major races mostly reside:

	White
	Japanese
	Filipino

	44% Kailua (Oahu)

40% East Honolulu

39% Kailua-Kona

28% Laie

25% Haleiwa
	32% Aiea

31% Pearl City

28% Lihue (Kauai)

27% Hilo (Hawaii)

25% Mililani
	50% Waipahu
46% Lani City (Lani)

39% Ewa Beach

35% Waialua

32% Kahului (Maui)


	Hawaiian/Samoan
	Chinese
	Korean

	40% Nanakuli

37% Laie

27% Waianae

27% Kahuka

25% Waimanalo
	12% Honolulu 
	5% Honolulu
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	Tourists on Waikiki Beach
	Local girl on North Shore Beach


For the most part, when you get past the traffic and the high cost of living, the people in Hawaii live a good life and there is very little racial violence or trouble between the different races.  There is a casual, relaxed, stress free lifestyle in Hawaii that you won’t find anywhere else in the United States.  Maybe that’s why people here live so long (76 for male and 82 for female).  Most people are so busy making a living that whatever free time they have is spent visiting with friends, eating delicious ethnic foods, participating in outdoor sports, enjoying the beautiful beaches and the wonderful weather we have here in Paradise.
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