[image: image1.jpg]My Drift
erry D





The holiday season must be here since we put up and decorated the Christmas tree the other day. The first thing we put on the tree was an Angel at the very top. For some reason, this got me thinking about Angels. Is this Angel on the top of the Christmas tree a Guardian Angel? Why do we always put a Star or an Angel on the top of the tree? Are Angels the same as ghosts or spirits? What are the different kinds of Angels? How do Angels protect and help us human beings?
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	The Star is symbolic of the bright "Star in the East" that led the Three Wise Men (also referred to as the Three Kings) to the new born Jesus Christ born in Bethlehem of Judaea. The gifts brought to the Christ Child by the wise men may well have been the origin of our present-day custom of gift giving at Christmas. The Star is a heavenly sign of a prophecy fulfilled long ago and has become the shining hope of all mankind. 
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	In the Christmas story, Angels sang on high to announce the birth of Jesus.  The figure at the top of the Christmas tree was originally a little figure of the baby Jesus. But, in the late seventeenth century, this figure was replaced by a shining angel on the Christmas trees at Windsor Castle in Germany. The Angel has been symbolic of the birth of Jesus every since.  


So, both the Star and the Angel are symbols representing the birth of Jesus which is the real reason we (Christians) celebrate Christmas in the first place. Well, that and it is the day we receive a lot of gifts if we are lucky.
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	There are “Good” Angels and there are “Bad” Angels.  In the beginning, all angels were created as holy good angels, but about a third of them rebelled against God. These bad and unholy Angels are called demons and their leader is called Satan (The Devil). Hey, I didn’t know that Satan used to be an angel! As we all know, Satan passionately hates God and all of God’s people and is constantly trying to make us do bad and sinful things. The good angels serve God and provide guidance, encouragement, and protection for all of God’s people. In this column, I’m only going to talk about the good Angels.


The word “Angel” is taken from the Greek word “Angelos” which means “Messenger”.  Angels are those souls who from the beginning of creation never lost contact with the Creator (God), never had physical lives, and seek only to fulfill the will of God.  Angels can vary in form, depending on the needs and expectations of those requesting or requiring help. They may appear as either male or female, but are neither. They are actually beings of light energy. They came into being as a link between God and humanity. They bring us messages to guide and protect us during the spiritual transformation that is taking place now on the planet earth. Although it is commonly believed that angels are the spirits of people who have died, this is not true. Angels are not ghosts. All Western religions – Judaism, Christianity and Islam – teach that angels are a separate creation, never being human, although they can take on the guise of humans when and if God needs them to do so. 
Here are the primary types of good angels:
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Seraphim Angels are the highest order of Angels


The First Sphere, heavenly counselors:

Seraphim Angels are beings of pure light that have direct communication with God.

Cherubim Angels are the heavenly beings that guard the throne of God. 

Thrones are celestial beings that are living symbols of God's justice and authority.

Second Sphere, heavenly governors:

Dominions are Angels that have the task of regulating the duties of lower ranking angels.

The Virtues are Angels filled with divine strength and are able to work great miracles.

The Powers That Be Angels are ancient forces that assist on the side of good.

Third Sphere, heavenly messengers:
Principalities are Angels that carry out the orders given to them by the Dominions and bequeath blessings to the material world.

The Seven Archangels are Guardian Angels of nations and countries.

Guardian Angels are sent as messengers to earth to look after the affairs of us humans. 
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	Guardian Angels are thought to be spiritual beings that are assigned to assist people here on Earth in various ways. Whether there is one angel per person, one angel for several people or several angels for one person is open to discussion. But whether you believe in them or not, or whether you want one or not, believers insist that you do have a Guardian Angel. These angels will intercept at many junctures in our lives and help wherever they can to make our lives run smoothly. Sometimes this is by inspiring a thought to spur us into action, at others it is to lend us super-human strength, such as in the case of a woman being able to lift a car long enough to free her trapped child. Or we hear of a runaway truck, with an unconscious driver at the wheel, swerving sharply at the last moment to avoid hitting a bus full of children. In fact, there are many instances, which are often put down to luck, coincidence or even a miracle, but which have the touch of an Angel behind it.


I found thousands of stories on the Internet about Guardian Angels helping people.  I originally planned to share a couple of these stories with you but then I got thinking – What about my Guardian Angel? Has this Angel been asleep on the job for the past 69 years? Well, after thinking about it for a few minutes, I come up with at least 6 times in my life where I could have been killed but somehow managed to survive.  Maybe my Guardian Angel is doing a good job after all.

 While in the Navy stationed at New Iberia, LA., I was attending a party at our Commander’s house.  He lived on the Bayou River and owned a speedboat.  Well, a bunch of us were out cruising around on the river when the driver made a shape turn and me and one girl went flying into the river.  There are a lot snakes in this river and during the snake’s mating season, hundreds of these snakes rollup in a ball and if you are unlucky enough to fall into the river where they are, you will die of hundreds of snake bites. The girl could not swim and was starting to panic by the time I got to her.  I kept her above water until the boat come back to pick us up.  I was really happy that we fell in the river in a spot where there were no snakes.  Maybe my Guardian Angel kept the snakes away from us. It turned out that the girl was the Commander’s daughter and I was a hero for that day.

While TDY to Seoul, South Korea, I always stayed at the Hamilton Hotel in the middle of the tourist area called Itaewon. To get back to the hotel from the bar area, you have to cross the main street that runs through Itaewon.   In the old days, there were no lights or crosswalks on this busy street.  So, what you would have to do is wait for an opening and run half way across the street and stand in the middle of the road until the other side opened up and then dash the rest of the way across the street.  Well, one night when I was returning from the bar area and was standing in the middle of the road, I got hit by a bus!  Actually, the bus side mirror hit my left elbow and knocked me into the oncoming traffic.  I bounced off one car and fell into the next lane where I expected to get run over but the oncoming car stopped in time. I didn’t get hurt too bad with only had a few scrapes and bruises.  I was lucky to fall in front of the only “good” driver in Korea.  Most of them drive like maniacs. But then again, maybe my Guardian Angel helped stop that car.

What I heard on that faithful night in February 1985 was “FIRE!”, “FIRE!”, “FIRE!” in Korean.  I had returned to my room around midnight after having a few beers at one of the local bars in Taegu, Korea.  I was awakened by somebody running down the hallway pounding on everybody’s door and screaming something I didn’t understand. Fortunately, I got up to find out what was going on.  As I approached the door I could hear a crackling noise and when I opened the door a cloud of thick black smoke hit me.  I did not have time to think – I just reacted by grabbing my wallet and started running for the front door.  My room was located on the third floor as far away from the stairs as you could get.  I could not see anything except for the flames coming out of some of the rooms.  I ran until I actually hit the wall at the end of the hall and then down the stairs and out into the street.  I tried not to breathe for the 20 or so seconds it took me to get out of this 3-story Korean Hotel, but I was choking and spitting up black stuff as I watched the Hotel burn to ground.  I was in my shorts and undershirt and it was very cold.  Later, some nice Korean lady came out of a house to give me a blanket.  Maybe my Guardian Angel helped me make the correct decisions during this crisis.
I used to go TDY to Korea and Japan at least twice a year.  I would fly from Honolulu to Narita, Japan, wait two or three hours, and then fly on to Seoul.  Then I would fly from Seoul to Narita and take the bus to Camp Zama.  Then back to Narita and fly home to Honolulu.  One day I was sitting at the bar in the Narita Airport waiting for my plane when a bomb exploded about 50 yards away.  It was loud and felt like an earthquake for a few seconds.  It was very scary.  Nobody was killed but about 20 people were injured.  I also missed a terrorist bombing at Kimpo Airport in Seoul by one day.  Ten people were killed in this attack, which happened the day before I was scheduled to leave Korea.  I have been lucky considering all the traveling I have done over the years.  Do you think my Guardian Angel is helping me stay away from all these terrorist bomb attacks?

Back in 1969, I was on extended TDY to Chambersburg, PA.  One of the bars I used to hang out at was called the Pine Tree Inn. It was located way off the beaten path up on top of a mountain.  Most of the customers were local and the bar had pool tables, dart boards, and a shuffle board.  On Friday and Saturday nights they had a country and western band with dancing.  This was a great place and our TDY gang made it our new after work meeting place.  I did have a few scary moments getting down the mountain.  One winter night, it was snowing and I was driving a little too fast and lost control of my car.  I did a complete 360 degree turn and bounced off of a snow bank on the mountain side of the road and kept going down the road.  I was lucky considering there was no damage to my car and there was a cliff on the other side of the road. There have been several nights in my life where I needed a little help herding my car or truck back home after drinking beer at the bar.

The latest incident occurred about 8 years ago when I was going to my mother’s house in Orem, Utah. Since I was going to meet my friend in Las Vegas after my stay in Utah, I flew to Vegas and rented a car to drive up to Orem. The drive did not go too well because I was tired from flying all night.  To make matters worse, I was up several times the previous night taking care of our new Rottweiler puppy.  I had a hard time staying awake and actually dosed off once or twice for a second or two until the “wash-board” cut on the side of the freeway woke me up.  This scared me enough that I rolled down all of the windows and stopped at the next rest stop. After that, I stopped in every town for coffee and at every rest stop.  It took about 8 hours to get to Orem.  I will never do that drive again without enough sleep and it was a good thing I had my Guardian Angel along with me to keep me from hitting another vehicle or going off the highway.
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So, do you believe in Angels?  Has your Guardian Angel ever helped you? 

According to a recent Gallup Poll, over 75% of Americans believe in angels – even more than attend church regularly. This says to me that many people are looking back at the events in their lives and are beginning to see something else – perhaps a certain protection or comfort coming at just the right time. It isn't easy to convince people that there are Angels if they haven't had an experience. Therefore, these things must happen regularly and most people simply choose not to go public with their stories.
There is one more question that needs to be answered. So, if everybody has a Guardian Angel, why are there so many people dying at an early age in car accidents? Why does Guardian Angels and God allow young children to get cancer and die? Why does God let people suffer with hunger and pain? Why don't angels come to a person's aid every time it's asked for or needed? 
It all depends on God’s plan for you.  If God wants a person to come to heaven early, then that person will go to heaven early. Your Guardian Angel must stand back and just provide loving support.  And then sometimes God just wants us humans to work things out for ourselves.

I hope all my readers have a good Guardian Angel and are able to stay away from those bad angels like Satan.  
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