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	Best Golfers
April 2, 2008


It seems like Tiger Woods wins every tournament he enters now days.  Is he the best golfer ever?  He might be but before he gets my vote, I’m going to do a little research on the Internet and see how good some of these old time golfers were.  I’m the same age as Jack Nicklaus and I know he was a pretty good golfer – he is still ahead of Tiger in Majors won.  The current tally is Jack (18) versus Tiger (13).  Some of the old time golfers such as Walter Hagen, Ben Hogan, Sam Snead and Bobby Jones were also great golfers.    
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	Jack Nicklaus
	              Tiger Woods


Before you can be considered one of the top golfers ever, you must win your share of the major tournaments.
The Masters Tournament is scheduled for the second week of April and is always played at the same location, Augusta National Golf Club, in Georgia.  The idea for Augusta National was first thought of by Bobby Jones.  The first Masters Tournament was held on March 22, 1934 and was won by Horton Smith.  The tournament was not played from 1943-45 due to World War II.  To assist the war effort, cattle and turkeys were raised on the Augusta National grounds.

The U.S. Open Championship is always played in mid-June with the fourth round on Father’s Day.   The U.S. Open is staged at a variety of courses, all set up in such a way to make scoring very difficult.  I like to watch the U.S. Open the best because it is just great seeing these pros screwing up just like I do all the time.  The first US Open was played on October 4, 1895 in Newport, Rhode Island.
The Open Championship (most people in the U.S. call this tournament the British Open) is the oldest of the four majors and the only major held outside the USA.  The Open Championship was first played on October 17, 1860 at the Prestwick Golf Club just outside Glasgow, Scotland.  It is now played on the third week of July on one of nine historic links courses in the United Kingdom.  The Open features a four-hole playoff for all golfers tied at the end of regulation.

The PGA Championship is the golf season’s final major and is played in late August.  The first PGA Championship was held in 1916 at Siwanoy Country Club in Bronxville, New York. The winner, Jim Barnes, received $500. The 2007 winner, Tiger Woods, earned $1.26 million. Talk about inflation!  The champion is also awarded the Wanamaker Trophy, which was donated by Rodman Wanamaker.
Here is a list of golfers who have won at least five majors:

Name           Masters  US Open  British  PGA  Total
Jack Nicklaus     6        4        3      5     18 

Tiger Woods       4        2        3      4     13 

Walter Hagen      0        2        4      5     11 

Ben Hogan         2        4        1      2      9 

Gary Player       3        1        3      2      9 

Tom Watson        2        1        5      0      8 

Harry Vardon     NA        1        6      0      7 

Gene Sarazen      1        2        1      3      7 

Bobby Jones      NA        4        3      0      7 

Sam Snead         3        0        1      3      7 

Arnold Palmer     4        1        2      0      7 

Nick Faldo        3        0        3      0      6 

Lee Trevino       0        2        2      2      6  

Seve Ballesteros  2        0        3      0      5 

James Braid      NA        0        5      0      5 

Byron Nelson      2        1        0      2      5 

J.H. Taylor      NA        0        5      0      5 

Peter Thomson     0        0        5      0      5

We all know that the current #1 ranked golfer in the world is Tiger Woods but did you know that this system for rating male professional golfers didn’t start until 1986.  It is endorsed by the four Major Championships and the six professional tours which make up the International Federation of PGA Tours, namely the PGA Tour, the European Tour, the Asian Tour, the PGA Tour of Australasia, the Japan Golf Tour, and the Sunshine Tour (South Africa).  Points are awarded on the basis of final positions in official money events on the qualifying tours.  The top ranked golfers (at this writing) are Tiger Woods (19.71 points), Phil Mickelson (10.18 points) and Steve Stricker (6.48 points).  Since this rating system started, who do you think has been the #1 golfer for the most weeks after Tiger?  Most people would not have guessed Greg Norman but that’s who it is.  Here is the list:
Weeks   Player            Country          Majors 

483     Tiger Woods       United States     13 

331     Greg Norman       Australia          2 

98      Nick Faldo        England            6 

61      Seve Ballesteros  Spain              5 

50      Ian Woosnam       Wales              1 

43      Nick Price        Zimbabwe           3 

32      Vijay Singh       Fiji               3 

16      Fred Couples      United States      1 

15      David Duval       United States      1 

9       Ernie Els         South Africa       3

3       Bernhard Langer   Germany            2 

1       Tom Lehman        United States      1

Just to set the record straight, if this ranking system was in place during the years Jack Nicklaus was winning all those majors, he would have been #1 for about 600 weeks.
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	Greg Norman
	Nick Faldo


Do you remember the Greg Norman Masters collapse (choke) in 1986 where Nick Faldo came from way back to win?

From my research, I decided to pick the top three golfers of each decade.  Here is my list starting with the 1920s:
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	1920s

1.  Walter Hagen

2.  Bobby Jones

3.  Gene Sarazen

	Walter Hagen
	Nice Outfits back in those days
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	1930s

1.  Gene Sarazen

2.  Byron Nelson

3.  Ralph Guldahl

	Gene Sarazen
	The 30s were not much better
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	1940s

1.  Ben Hogan
2.  Sam Snead
3.  Jimmy Demaret

	Ben Hogan
	The Perfect Swing
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	1950s

1.  Arnold Palmer

2.  Gary Player

3.  Sam Snead

	Arnold Palmer
	Arnie’s “Army” was always with him
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	1960s

1.  Jack Nicklaus

2.  Arnold Palmer

3.  Gary Player

	Gary Player
	The man in Black won all over the world
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	1970s

1.  Tom Watson

2.  Jack Nicklaus

3.  Lee Trevino

	Tom Watson
	Tom played great in the wind

	[image: image13.jpg]



	1980s

1.  Seve Ballesteros

2.  Greg Norman

3.  Tom Watson

	Seve Ballesteros
	The Spaniard had a flare
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	1990s

1.  Nick Faldo

2.  Greg Norman

3.  Nick Price/Ernie Els

	Ernie Els
	Both Price and Els have three majors
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	2000s

1.  Tiger Woods

2.  Phil Mickelson

3.  VJ Singh

	Phil Mickelson
	The #2 golfer finally won some majors


Another primary factor for determining the best golfers is the number of tournament wins.  Here is the list:
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	MOST WINS

1.  Sam Snead - 82

2.  Jack Nicklaus - 73

3.  Ben Hogan – 64

4.  *Tiger Woods – 63

5.  Arnold Palmer – 62

6.  Byron Nelson – 52

7.  Billy Casper – 51

8.  Walter Hagen – 44

9.  Cary Middlecoff - 40 

10.  Gene Sarazen – 39

       Tom Watson - 39

	Sam Snead
	* Still Playing


One factor that means nothing in determining the best golfers is money won.  There are players today who have never won a tournament and still have won more money then Jack Nicklaus.  Just for the record, Tiger has won over $21 million just playing golf.  He earns a lot more than that with his endorsements.    

Let’s face it - the best all-time golfer is between Jack Nicklaus and Tiger Woods.  At the pace Tiger is going, he will beat all of Jack’s records in the next two or three years.  He also has the best looking wife.  Therefore, I’m picking Tiger Woods as my number one golfer of all-time.
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