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	Fireworks
March 3, 2010
	1261003


KABOOM (Bomb going off somewhere in the neighborhood) RATTLE... RATTLE (Our house shaking) Weeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee... WHISTLE... Weeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee WHISTLE...  (Car alarms going off) GRRR... GRRR... BARK... BARK... BARK … GRRR... (Angry Rottweiler barking at the loud noise) GRUMBLE... GRUMBLE (Me wishing these punks setting off illegal fireworks were caught and put in jail). This scenario happened several times every night between Thanksgiving and the second week of January. It seems like every year the fireworks starts earlier, is much louder and continues well past New Year’s Eve. The older I get, the less tolerant I have become towards fireworks. I'm now in favor of a total ban on individual fireworks.
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	Fireworks in the Streets - BAD
	Organized Fireworks Displays - GOOD


As it gets closer to New Year’s Eve, the more illegal fireworks you hear going off.  It’s those BOMBS that makes everybody mad! I can live with a few fire crackers but not those earth shaking bomb explosions. Then as soon as it gets dark on New Year’s Eve, all hell breaks loose and just before midnight, it gets much worse and the island of Oahu resembles Baghdad the night the U.S. did the “Shock and Awe” thing at the beginning of the Iraq War. The skies are lit up with illegal aerials, illegal concussion bombs, and millions of fire crackers are going off along with every other type of fireworks ever invented. There is so much smoke that you can’t see across the street, it is hard to breathe and most residents of Hawaii are locked in their homes with the windows closed hoping for the smoke and noise to stop. They are also praying that those illegal aerials don’t land on their roof and burn their house down.  Every year I go outside and spray the roof with the hose to make it harder to catch on fire because every year I find several burned out aerials on my roof in the morning.
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	Which picture is Baghdad on March 20, 2003 and Oahu on New Year’s Eve?


The bangs, squeals and whines of fireworks can be irritating to humans, but for animals, it can be enough to drive them to hysteria. Dogs have a high sense of hearing that is much more sensitive to noise than our own.  Experts estimate that over 50% of dogs suffer distress at the sound of fireworks in the neighborhood.  My wife and I always stay home on New Year’s Eve to keep our dog company to help him get through the night.  Many birds actually fly away from the island when the noise and smoke gets too bad. I feel sorry for the animals and birds.
Public sentiment against fireworks is gaining ground especially in the wake of the recent New Year's holiday that saw an escalation in illegal fireworks and a record 112 people — half of them children — treated at hospital emergency rooms for fireworks-related injuries. There are at least 175,000 people in Hawai'i with some type of lung disease and New Year's Eve is the worst night of the year for them. Every year a couple of houses burn down and there are more than 40 brush fires for the fire department to attend to. Since Thanksgiving, the Honolulu Police Department said it averaged more than 30 fireworks complaints per day. What does it take to get a fireworks ban in Hawaii? More houses burning down? Many more people going to the hospital or dying? The biggest problem here in Hawaii is the gutless lawmakers who are afraid to take action to end the ear-splitting noise, lung-choking fumes and sometimes lethal explosions that turn many neighborhoods into what some have likened to war zones. I feel sorry for the people with asthma and other lung diseases who have to suffer through this smoky mayhem every year.  

I was surprised to learn that only five states have a total ban on individual fireworks - New York, New Jersey, Rhode Island, Massachusetts and Delaware. Thirty-nine states, including Hawai'i, allow firecrackers and most forms of consumer fireworks, while six others allow only sparklers or novelty items such as pull-string poppers and snappers. I have been in several countries and several states on New Year's Eve and have never seen anything close to what happens in Hawaii.
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	Firecracker String
	Bombs and Firecrackers


Just for the record, here are some of Hawaii’s existing fireworks laws that nobody obeys: You have to buy a $25 fireworks permit that allows you to buy and setoff 5,000 firecrackers.  Only 8,055 permits were sold this year and about 200,000 people were setting off fireworks (legal and illegal). No bombs or aerial fireworks are allowed.  Really!! Thousands of these were blowing up and lighting up the sky all over the island. And finally, you can only set off fireworks from 9PM on New Year’s Eve and 1AM on New Year’s Day (4 hours).  Sure, like anybody cares about this law!!  There are not enough jail cells in the state of Hawaii to hold all of the fireworks violators.

The Honolulu Police Chief and Fire Chief have joined other safety officials in a renewed call for an outright ban. The Police Chief stated that fireworks cases are difficult to prosecute. "When we go to the scene, the violation has occurred," he said. "When we arrive there, it's hard to identify the culprit. It's difficult to find any witnesses, so it does present a challenge to us." Neighbors and friends will not “rat” on the people setting off the fireworks! There is at least one lawmaker (Rep. Mark Takai) who has spoken out and has tried to get an outright ban on individual fireworks. Takai has proposed an outright ban on fireworks seven times in the Legislature without success. Why? There seems to be a perception that most people in Hawaii want fireworks and most politicians don't want to lose any votes so they do nothing. I think this is a false perception and that if they put the total ban proposal on the ballot for the voters to decide, it would pass. At a very minimum, the police must find a better way of enforcing existing fireworks laws. If they could get rid of the illegal bombs and aerials, it would make life a lot better for most people in Hawaii and I know my wife, dog and I would be a lot happier.
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