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Did you know that Tiger Woods has never lost a golf tournament when leading after the first two rounds?  I got up early (it started at 2AM) to watch the final round of the 2006 British Open where Woods fought off the charge of Chris DiMarco to win by two strokes.  DiMarco’s mother died in early July and Tiger’s father died last May.  These golfers, from strong families, showed their courage and heart coming down the stretch and it made for some “emotional” great golf.  After Tiger sank the final putt, he broke down into tears.  Later, he told everybody how much he misses his father.
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Tiger Wood’s win sparked a discussion on sports talk radio about the greatest “closers” in sports history and how having a stable two parent childhood, provides you with the confidence and fortitude required to succeed.  It was agreed upon that Tiger Woods, Michael Jordan, and Joe Montana were the best “money in the bank” closers in recent history.  All had strong two parent families.  Eldrick “Tiger” Woods was born on December 30, 1975, in Cypress, California.  Tiger’s parents (Earl and Kultida) introduced their only child to golf at an early age and you know the rest of the story.  Michael Jordan was born on February 17, 1963, in Brooklyn, New York.  His parents, James and Delores Jordan, moved to Wilmington, North Carolina when he was still a toddler.  Jordan’s family played basketball together and his parents encouraged him to play sports.  Michael Jordan is considered by most to be the greatest basketball player of all time.  Joe Montana was born on June 11, 1956, in Monongahela, Pennsylvania.  He is considered by many to be the greatest quarterback of all time.  Joe is quoted as saying “My mother and father, Joe and Theresa Montana, brought me along and taught me to never quit, and to strive to be the best.”   

During the Colin Cowherd radio show, Pat Williams (Orlando Magic Senior V. P., author and sports motivation speaker) called and talked about the values of having a father in the home.  He related several stories about the bad things that happen to kids who grow up in fatherless homes.  One story was about a recent motivation speech he gave to 60 prisoners at a prison in Florida.  He asked all the prisoners who grew up in a home without a father to stand up.  57 people stood up.  He then asked for all the prisoners who hate their father to stand up.  All 60 prisoners stood up.  The prison warden told Mr. Williams that on every Mother’s Day, they run out of requested cards – on Father’s Day, they only get requests for 3 or 4 cards.  The message here is – if you come from a fatherless home, your odds of going to prison increase greatly.

I got to thinking about other high profile athletes who seem to have a hard time getting along with teammates and are disruptive to the teams they play on.  Just for fun I went on-line and checked out a few bios.  
Terrell Eldorado Owens was born on December 7, 1973, in Alexander City, Alabama. Terrell was the first son to his mother, Marilyn Heard. Only 17 at the time, she was the product of a dysfunctional family herself.  A man named L.C. Russell lived across the street with his wife and kids. Russell was 14 years older than Marilyn, but that didn't matter to either. She craved love and he became the father of Terrell. Marilyn went on to get married and to have three more children by two men.  When Terrell was young, Alice's marriage fell apart and she began drinking heavily.  To escape his tortured home life, Terrell became immersed in sports.  He has been seeking attention every since.
Ronald William Artest, Jr. was born on November 13, 1979 in Queens, New York. He was the oldest of six children brought into the world by Sarah and Ron Artest, Sr. Ron’s dad was a former Golden Gloves boxer. He had a hair-trigger temper which he seems to have passed on to his son. He pushed him into boxing, hoping that it would help to channel the boy’s anger.  Ron grew up in the Queensbridge Houses, a complex of six-story buildings in New York City’s oldest public housing and was home to much gang and drug activity.  The Artests crammed as many as 10 people into their two-bedroom apartment—two adults, six kids, plus two nephews. There simply wasn’t enough of anything to go around. Arguments were constant, and eventually Ron's parents’ marriage came apart. Ron Sr. started hitting his wife and things deteriorated quickly from there. He moved out and that was enough to set Ron off. His anger management problems began to manifest themselves after his eighth birthday, when he first visited a therapist’s office. What was the therapist’s suggestion?  Basketball.
Shawn “Reign-man” Kemp was arrested and charged Friday, July 21, 2006 with possession of marijuana, the latest drug-related trouble for the former NBA All-Star.  Kemp became famous by fathering at least seven children with six different women.  He has married and had three more kids since then.  Do you think Kemp grew up in a loving two parent home?  Kemp was born on November 26, 1969 in and Elkhart, IN where he grew up living with his single mother in a rough neighborhood.  Kemp is currently trying to make a come back to the NBA.
The point here, with a few exceptions, is you can tell who the people are who grew up in a loving two parent home.  You can also tell those who grew up in a fatherless home.
Today, only about 50% of children will spend their entire childhood in an intact family.  With the increasing number of premarital births and a continuing high divorce rate, the proportion of children living with just one parent rose from 9 percent in 1960 to 28 percent in 1996. Currently, 57.7 percent of all black children, 31.8 percent of all Hispanic children, and 20.9 percent of all white children are living in single-parent homes.
The fatherless home is the most significant family or social problem facing America today.  Most social problems -- crime, drug abuse, unwed pregnancy and abortion, youth suicide, school dropouts and the like -- are the direct consequence of fatherless households.
The following is a sample of the risks faced by fatherless children: 
· 63% of youth suicides are from fatherless homes.
· 85% of all children that exhibit behavioral disorders come from fatherless homes. 
· 80% of rapists motivated with displaced anger come from fatherless homes. 
· 71% of all high school dropouts come from fatherless homes.
· Fatherless children are at dramatically greater risk of drug and alcohol abuse.  They are 5 times more likely to smoke cigarettes. 
· 70% of juveniles in state-operated institutions come from fatherless homes. 
· 85% of all people sitting in prisons grew up in a fatherless home. 
What has caused this breakdown of the family structure?  Let’s take a closer look at America’s inner cities where the problem has reached crisis proportions.  The welfare policies of the 1960s triggered many of the problems we face today.  Poor single mothers were rewarded with welfare money based on the number of children they had.  Once one of these mothers went to work, got married or if a man moved into the house, the welfare money stopped.  These polices caused poor families to get divorced or separated and for the mother to stay at home and have more babies.  Today in the inner cities, 70 percent of all black children are being born to unmarried women.  Even with recent welfare reforms, there does not seem to be an end in sight to this cycle of poverty, crime and fatherless homes.

The current divorce rate is around 41 percent.  More children are forced into single-parent families by divorce than by being born to unwed mothers. More than half the divorces in the United States involve parents of minor children.
Other causes of fatherless homes include fathers abandoning their families and these “liberal” women who think they can raise kids better without a man in the house.

There is no easy solution to the fatherless home problem.  The ultimate solution is for teens and young adults to take responsibility for their own actions.  People must realize how important a stable two parent home is for their children.  The government can help by passing laws and implementing policies that reward married couples who stay together and take the responsibility of raising their children.  Parents and schools must start teaching kids at an early age about the consequences of a fatherless home.
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