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	Erie Pennsylvania
December 26, 2007


Our daughter Tracy is moving to Erie Pennsylvania in early January 2008.  It has been great having her back home for the past two years.  She has really been a big help for me and her mother.  I’m not looking forward to the extra chores around the house I’m going to have after she moves to Erie.  But, anyway, this column is dedicated to Tracy.  

I just went online and compared the weather in Erie to Honolulu:
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	Erie, Pennsylvania
Current temp – 31 degrees with snow flurries.  Low temp tonight – 17 degrees.  They have a major “WINTER STORM WARNING!!” posted for tomorrow.  
	Honolulu, Hawaii
Current temp – 80 degrees with rain showers.  Weather tonight – Windy and rainy with low of 70 degrees.  It will be 67 degrees in Mililani – that is cold. 


Isn’t that snow pretty?  The average snow fall between November and March is about 88 inches so if you like snow, Erie is a great place to live.  They also get about 20 inches of rain during this period.  The normal temperature in December and January is 33 degrees for the high and 20 degrees for the low.  Actually, Erie has the four seasons and a little bit of all kinds of weather.  The Erie weather chart shows that it is quite pleasant in June.

The city of Erie is located in the extreme Northwest corner of Pennsylvania on the shores of Lake Erie.  While I was checking out the location of Erie I noticed something good about Erie.  If you are an NFL football fan, Erie might be the most ideally located city in the country to live.  It is only 82 miles to Buffalo, 93 miles to Cleveland, 117 miles to Pittsburgh, 155 miles to Detroit, 300 miles to Philly and 310 miles to Cincinnati.  All of these cities have a NFL football team.  Of course the bad news is - Erie is about 5,000 miles away from Honolulu, Hawaii.
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	Presque Isle State Park
	Lake Erie beaches


The Erie area was once teeming with heavy industry but now the manufacturing sector mostly consists of plastics and locomotive building.  Erie is in the heart of the rust belt but has begun to focus on tourism to drive its economy.  More than four million people each year visit Presque Isle State Park, for water recreation, and a new casino named for the state park is growing in popularity.  Erie has some beautiful beaches that are popular during the summer months.
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	The Great Lakes
	A Frozen Lake Erie


Lake Erie is the tenth largest lake on Earth but only the fourth largest of the five Great Lakes. It has a surface area of 9,940 square miles with a length of 241 miles and a width of 57 miles at its widest points.  It is the shallowest of the Great Lakes with an average depth of 62 feet and with a maximum depth of 210 feet.  Lake Erie is primarily fed by the Detroit River (from Lake Huron) and drains via the Niagara River and Niagara Falls into Lake Ontario.
Lake Erie and the city of Erie were named after a Native American tribe that used to reside along its southern shore.  Erie is the state’s fourth largest city (after Philadelphia, Pittsburgh and Allentown) with a population of about 104,000 people.  The Erie Metropolitan Area consists of about 282,000 residents and is the seat of government for Erie County.
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	The iconic Boston Store in Downtown
	The Erie Maritime Museum
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	Jerry Uht Baseball Park
	Catholic Mercyhurst College

	Tourist destinations include the Bayfront Convention Center; the Bicentennial Tower that overlooks Lake Erie; Dobbins Landing, a pier in downtown Erie; the Erie Land Lighthouse (at right); the Erie Maritime Museum (above right), the home port of the US Brig Niagara; Millcreek Mall, the 11th largest shopping mall in the United States, Perry Square, a large downtown park; Presque Isle Downs, a racetrack and casino in Summit Township; Splash Lagoon, the largest indoor water park on the East Coast; the Erie Zoo, with its many animals; and Waldameer Park and Water World, a local amusement park.
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	The Erie International Airport (ERI), is located 5 miles southwest of the city, hosts general aviation, charter, and scheduled airline service.  Airlines serving Erie include Continental Airlines, US Airways and Northwest Airlines.  It is not easy getting to Erie from Honolulu - you must fly into Detroit and catch a Northwest flight to Erie.  It is not a big airport and I finally figured out how it got the "International" in its title - there are some flights to Erie from Canada.
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Tracy knows a lot more about the city of Erie than I do.  She lived there for a couple of years during a seven or eight year period where she also lived in Philadelphia, Bear, Delaware, and Traverse City, Michigan.  She also talks to her friend Ken several times a day and he lives in Erie.  Me, I have never been to Erie but I did live in Chambersburg, PA for a year and I was stationed at Lakehurst, NJ for two years while in the Navy.  With that said, my wife and I almost moved to Erie four years ago.  My wife Patsy went to visit Tracy in Erie and just loved the city.  She met some people she liked and best of all she found this big mansion for sale that she really liked and could not get it out of her mind.  Apparently, this house had been on the market for a long time and the cost had gone down to about $400,000.  We were thinking about buying it and even contacted a real estate agent in Erie.  But, about this time, Tracy moved to Traverse City and Patsy found out how cold it gets in Erie in the winter.  She also found out that the reason they could not sell that big house was it was haunted.
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	Tracy and Kudo


I agree with Tracy that it is time to move on and start the next chapter in her life.  I’m sure it will be a much happier one than the last time she lived on the mainland.  I think she knows that she can come back home to Hawaii anytime she wants to and we hope it is often.  During the past two years, I got to know Tracy a lot better and we even got out and did a few things together.  I helped her buy a new car (and sell it), we did some house and dog sitting at Toni’s house, we attended a few family get-togethers, several trips to the airport and we went shopping a few times (mostly for water and other specials at Longs).  Just recently, Tracy took me to see the Lion King at the Blaisdell Concert Hall.  She was not sure I would like it but I really did enjoy it!!  I’m sure our dog Kudo and Tracy will miss each other a lot since they would tease, harass, and play together every day.  
Thanks Tracy for all your help.  Life at home has been much improved with more interesting things going on during your stay with us.  We even had a Christmas tree the past two years.  Don’t forget to call often and especially on our birthdays to sing your famous rendition of happy birthday.  Good luck in Erie and we wish the best for you.
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