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	Things That Have Disappeared
April 2, 2008


Do you remember when smoking was allowed on airplanes?  Eighteen years ago on February 25th, 1990, the “no-smoking” sign was permanently lit on all U.S. domestic airline flights.  Now in 2008, they won’t even let you smoke in restaurants and bars in most states including Hawaii.  I can even remember when they let you smoke at your desk at the office.  Now smokers must go stand in an open field some where to get their nicotine.  Yes, smokers are becoming a dying breed.  From my office window I can see the smokers outside on the lawn.  For some reason, this got me thinking about other things that have disappeared over the years.
The service at gas stations has disappeared.  In the old days, when you stopped at the Service Station, a real person would run out and pump your gas, wash your windshield and check the air in your tires.  He would also check your oil and radiator water if you requested it.  You got all this and paid less than $2 a gallon.  Now, you have to get out and pump your own gas and then pay about $3.77 a gallon.  Inside the service station is some mini-mart selling drinks and potato chips.

The Personal Computer has made the typewriter obsolete.  Actually, the computer and the Internet/email have pretty much made writing letters a lost art.  The laser printers attached to the computers has eliminated the need for carbon paper.  

The Soviet Union and the Cold War ended in December 1991.  The “evil empire” was undone by internal changes, the desire for independence by its satellites and economic pressures.  About this time, the Berlin Wall also disappeared.

The music industry keeps evolving from the large vinyl “phonograph” records to the 8-track stereo to the cassette tape to the compact disc.  Now if they could make that loud God-awful rap music disappear it would make me happy.  We need more country and western radio stations here in Hawaii – we only have one.  I would also like them to bring back radio shows like the Shadow, the Whistler, Amos and Andy, Roy Rogers, and the Lone Ranger.
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	Okay, where is Superman going to change now that all of the phone booths have disappeared?  The rotary dial telephone was used from 1904 until the touch tone dial replaced it in the mid-1970s.  Now it seems like all land-line phones will be replaced by the cell phone. It seems like everybody has a cell phone.  I’m pretty sure that I was the last person on earth without one until my son gave me one for Christmas.
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	When I was going to high school in the late 1950s, it was good fun to go to the drive-in theater.  You could put half of your friends in the trunk and get in for half price.  It was even more fun to take your girl friend on a Saturday night.  In 1958, the number of drive-in theaters in the U.S. was over 5,000.  This number has been going down hill every since.  There are now zero drive-in theaters in Hawaii and less than 200 nation-wide.          


The car I liked the best of all the cars I have owned was a 1968 blue Oldsmobile Cutlass convertible.  I purchased this car at the Olds dealer in Tooele, UT and drove it across the country twice to Chambersburg, PA where I was working on extended TDY.  After that, I drove it to Oakland, CA and shipped it to Hawaii when I accepted the job at Fort Shafter.  I drove it another couple of years until I got married and purchased a red Toyota Station Wagon.  Later, we purchased a white Oldsmobile Toronado that my wife drove for several years.  My parents also drove an Oldsmobile when I was a kid.  In the year 2004, after selling 35.2 million Oldsmobile cars, General Motors quit making this car.  Why?  I don’t know but I think it was a big mistake.
We currently live in a “throw away” society.  When the TV quits, you throw it away and buy a new one.  When your computer acts up, you throw it away and buy a new one.  When the heel of your shoe falls off, you throw them away and buy a new pair.  For this reason, the TV, computer and shoe repair shops have all gone out of business and disappeared.  No wonder our dumps are over flowing!
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	Another bowling alley bites the dust!  After 50 years in business, Waialae Bowl in Kahala closed on February 28th, 2008. This closure leaves only three public alleys left on Oahu and one of them, Pali Lanes in Kailua is scheduled to close in a few months.  That will leave only the Leeward Bowl in Pearl City and Aiea Bowl.  Bowling alleys are disappearing across the country at an alarming rate.  I’m glad that the military bases are keeping their alleys open – I like to bowl.


Speaking of things disappearing in Hawaii, have you noticed that many of the best restaurants and bars have closed?  Most of them have been replaced by new or used car dealerships.  I used to stop at the Pearl City Tavern to have a beer and to watch the monkeys play behind the bar.  I’m talking about 5 or 6 real monkeys they had in a big glass enclosed area.  It doesn’t take much to entertain me.  I always wondered what happened to the monkeys after the tavern closed and was replaced by Cutter Dodge.  The South Seas restaurant and bar on Nimitz Highway closed and was replaced by a Hyundai dealership.  The little shopping center next to the South Seas that had a great Mexican restaurant and bar that was replaced by Kia and Saturn.  Kelly’s restaurant and Bronco Bar across the street was replaced by a motor cycle dealership.  Some other places to close recently are Mama’s Mexican Kitchen, A Taste of New York, the Crouching Lion Inn and the Flamingo Chuckwagon.  Even the military is not exempt from its clubs closing – the Enlisted, NCO and Officer’s clubs are disappearing world-wide and being replaced by Consolidated (all ranks) Community Clubs.  At Fort Shafter there I work, the best place was the NCO Skyview Club located up on the mountain with a great view of Honolulu and the airport.  They tore it and the Officer’s Club down and built a new community club called the Hale Ikena.

I miss the western movies and TV shows like Gunsmoke, The Rifleman, Bonanza, Rawhide, The Big Valley, Maverick and of course my favorite The Lone Ranger.  The last TV westerns I can remember seeing are Dr. Quinn, Medicine Woman and HBO’s Deadwood.  The only western movie I can remember from last year was the 3:10 to Yuma with Russell Crowe.  Come to think of it, there doesn’t seem to be any good variety shows on TV any more.  I hate all of those reality shows! Don’t you miss shows like the Ed Sullivan Show, Sonny and Cher, Carol Burnett, Lawrence Welk, Smothers Brothers, Donny and Marie, Flip Wilson and The Jackie Gleason Show?
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	Tim Conway, Harvey Korman, Carol Burnett, Lyle Waggoner and Vicki Lawrence
	Sonny and Cher


And last but not least, the “Church Key” has disappeared.  You younger people are probably wondering, “What in the world is a church key?”
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The church key was a valuable little piece of medal that was used to open your beer bottles and cans back in the 1940s, 1950s and 1960s.  Back then the beer and soda cans had a solid metal top and you had to punch a couple of holes into it to drink from.  There were no “hand twist” bottle caps back then either and you had to use a bottle opener to get the cap off.  The church key served both purposes.  By the late 1960s, most beer and soda cans come with the pull-off tabs.  The tab would come off completely and had to be discarded causing a lot of litter.  By the late 1980s, the push stay tabs were invented and are still used today.  I’m not sure why they called it a church key because it probably would not get you into many churches.  

There are a lot of other things that have disappeared but I hope some of these things I mentioned will bring back some good memories.
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