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	Most Dangerous US Cities
October 22, 2008


If you like to live dangerously, have a secret death wish or you have a terminal disease and want to get it over with, you should visit Detroit, Michigan – the 2007-2008 most dangerous city in the United States.  With any luck at all, the thugs in Detroit will put you out of your misery in no time.  But, just in case you survive your visit to Detroit, your next destination should be New Orleans.  Every since Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans on August 29, 2005, it has taken the title away from Detroit as the “Murder Capital” of the United States.  Other cities to hold the “Murder Capital” title in the past 10 years are Miami, Washington D.C., and Newark, NJ.    
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	New Orleans
	Miami Beach
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	Newark
	Washington D.C.


My “most dangerous cities” list is based on the following serious crimes: murder, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary and motor vehicle theft.  It will not match most lists you might see on the Internet because I give more weight to murder, armed robbery, assault and rape.  The “murder capital” title is based on number of murders per 100,000 residents.
	Most Dangerous Cities

10. Newark (Population 280,000)

9.   Miami (393,000)

8.   Atlanta (486,000)
7.   Cincinnati (309,000)  

6.   Oakland (398,000)

5.   Washington D.C. (580,000)

4.   Baltimore (637,000)

3.   New Orleans (400,000*)

2.   St Louis (350,000)

1.   Detroit (915,000) 
	Most Murders
10. Kansas City (448,000) (26)

9.   Philadelphia (1,465,000) (28)

8.   Cincinnati (29)

7.   Washington D.C. (30)

6.   Oakland (36)

5.   St Louis (37)

4.   Newark (38)

3.   Baltimore (45)

2.   Detroit (47)

1.   New Orleans (67) 


* Who knows since Hurricane Katrina?

Not only is Detroit the most dangerous city in the United States, it is also the poorest large city.  The federal Government poverty line is currently defined as $21,203 annually for a household of four.  The number of poor people living in Detroit is currently about 33%.  Nearly half of the children living in Detroit are considered to be poor.
What has happened to the great city of Detroit?  The city is located in a beautiful location on the banks of the Detroit River and next to Lake Eire.  The downtown skyline provides a very attractive view as shown at the top of this column.  Detroit is known as the world’s automotive center and its nicknames include the motor city, motown and hockeytown USA.  Detroit is currently the 11th most populous US city with 915,000 residents.  In the 1950s, the city was the fourth largest (1,800,000) in the country but since then, the city has seen a major shift in its population to the suburbs.  As it usually turns out, the people with money move to the suburbs and the poor people and the thugs stay in the city.  The race makeup of Detroit is now 82% black, 11% white and 7% other races.  Here is a list of the poorest big US cities showing the percentage of poor people and the household income.

	1. Detroit, MI (33% - $27,871) 
2. Buffalo, NY (30% - $28,544)
3. Cincinnati, OH (28% - $31,960)
4. Cleveland, OH (27% - $32,000)
5. Miami, FL (26.9%) – $32,112)
6. St. Louis, MO (26.8% - $33,200)
7. El Paso, TX (26.4% - $34,980)
8. Milwaukee, WI (26.2% – $35,000)
9. Philadelphia, PA (25.1% - $35,340)
10. Newark, NJ (24.2% - $35,400)


Did you know that all 10 of the poorest big cities in the United States have Democratic mayors?
1st on poverty list is Detroit - It hasn’t elected a Republican mayor since 1961

2nd is Buffalo, NY – It hasn’t elected a Republican mayor since 1954

3rd is Cincinnati, OH – It hasn’t elected a Republican mayor since 1984

4th is Cleveland, OH - It hasn’t elected a Republican mayor since 1989

5th is Miami, FL – It has NEVER had a Republican mayor

6th is St. Louis, MO - It hasn’t elected a Republican mayor since 1949

7th is El Paso, TX – It has NEVER had a Republican mayor

8th is Milwaukee, WI – It hasn’t elected a Republican mayor since 1908

9th is Philadelphia, PA – It hasn’t elected a Republican mayor since 1952

10th is Newark, NJ – It hasn’t elected a Republican mayor since 1907
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	Abandoned and burned-out buildings adorn many areas of Cleveland


Crushed by the loss of steel and other manufacturing jobs, the “rust belt” cities that surround Lake Erie (Detroit, Cleveland, Cincinnati, Erie, and Buffalo) has become the poorest area in the United States.
Over the years, I have traveled to a lot of the big cities in the US and after a day or two of staying in the downtown area I can tell whether or not I feel safe.  New York City is the only place I was ever mugged and I never felt safe there.  Downtown LA is just as bad – once it gets dark, all the normal people return to the suburbs leaving only the gangs, the homeless and us tourists.  Other places like Chicago and San Francisco, where normal people actually live in the city, are great places to visit. I have never spent any time in Detroit or the other rust belt cities.

What can be done to make these dangerous and poor cities better places to live?  It is obvious to me that the biggest problem in all these cities is the “bleeding heart” liberal democratic city governments that are running these cities into the ground.  
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