[image: image1.jpg]My Drift
Jerry D. Petersen




	[image: image2.png]



	Christmas
December 5, 2007


The holiday season is here again and the madness is in full swing.  The shopping centers are crowded and traffic is a mess.  People are spending money like crazy trying to get that perfect gift for all their family and friends.  Christmas trees are being decorated and the neighbors are out stringing lights all over their homes.  Children everywhere are getting excited weeks before Christmas Day just thinking about all the presents Santa Claus is going to bring.  Us adults are attending office and family parties and will have to start a new exercise program come January to shed the excess pounds.  Yes, this is a wonderful time of the year.  But, do we ever stop and think about the true meaning of Christmas, who is this Santa Claus character, how do reindeer fly, why are we putting trees in our homes, why are we buying all these expensive presents, and why in the world are we singing and listening to all those strange Christmas songs. 
The History of Christmas

The history of Christmas dates back over 4000 years. Many of our Christmas traditions were celebrated centuries before the Christ child was born. The 12 days of Christmas, the bright fires, the yule log, the giving of gifts, carnivals (parades) with floats, carolers who sing while going from house to house, the holiday feasts, and the church processions can all be traced back to the early Mesopotamians. Many of these traditions began with the Mesopotamian celebration of New Years. The Mesopotamians believed in many gods but their chief god was named Marduk. Each year as winter arrived it was believed that Marduk would do battle with the monsters of chaos. To assist Marduk in his struggle the Mesopotamians held a festival for the New Year. This was called Zagmuk, the New Year's festival that lasted for 12 days. 
Early Europeans believed in evil spirits, witches, ghosts and trolls. As the Winter Solstice approached, with its long cold nights and short days, many people feared the sun would not return. Special rituals and celebrations were held to welcome back the sun. The early Christians wanted to keep the birthday of their Christ child a solemn and religious holiday, not one of cheer and merriment.  But as Christianity spread they were alarmed by the continuing celebration of pagan customs among their converts. At first the Church forbid this kind of celebration but it was to no avail and eventually it was decided that the celebration would be tamed and made into a celebration fit for the Christian Son of God. The exact day of the Christ child's birth has never been pinpointed. Traditions say that it has been celebrated since the year 98 AD.  In 350 AD, the Bishop of Rome, Julius I, chose December 25th as the observance of Christmas.
The Birth of Jesus

	When Rome was a great Empire ruled by Caesar Augustus and Israel was governed by King Herod, in the village of Nazareth lived Joseph and Mary. Joseph was a carpenter and Mary was a young virgin who would become his wife. Mary told Joseph of a dream in which she was visited by an angel who told her she had been chosen to bear the Son of God and his name was to be Jesus.
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One day the emperor sent notice that all persons were to register for a new tax. They were instructed to return to the towns of their birth. Joseph and Mary left Nazareth for Bethlehem.  Mary, who was close to giving birth, rode on a donkey while Joseph walked beside her. They traveled for many days and only rested at night. When they reached Bethlehem it was night. They looked for a place to rest but there were no empty rooms when they reached the inn. As they were being turned away Joseph mentioned his wife was with child and close to birth. The inn keeper took pity on them and told them of some caves in the nearby hills that shepherds would stay with their cows and sheep. So Joseph and Mary went up into the hills and found the caves. In one cave was a stable room. Joseph cleaned it and made beds of fresh hay. He found a feeding trough which he cleaned and filled with hay to use as a crib. The next night Mary gave birth to a son and they named him Jesus, as the angel had said. When the child was born a great star appeared over Bethlehem that could be seen for miles around. In the fields nearby shepherds were tending their flocks. An angel appeared to them surrounded by bright light. The shepherds were frightened and tried to run. "Fear not," said the angel, "For I bring you tidings of great joy. For unto you is born this day in Bethlehem - a Savior who is Christ the Lord." "And this shall be a sign unto you. You shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger." Suddenly the sky was filled with angels, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the Highest, and on Earth peace, good will toward men." After the angels departed, the shepherds set out for Bethlehem. When they reached the cave they found the stable and inside was the child wrapped in swaddling clothes. As the star shined over Bethlehem, in the east three kings would see it. They knew it was a sign and they set off to follow the star. There was Caspar - the young King of Tarsus, Melchior - a long bearded old man and leader of Arabia, and Balthazar - the king from Ethiopia. They traveled on camels for many days over the mountains, and through the deserts, and plains. When they finally arrived in Bethlehem they found the child in the manger. The 3 kings bowed to their knees and offered gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. They would stay the night in the cave and the next day returned to their lands to spread the news.
The Legend of Saint Nicholas (Santa Claus)
	Santa Claus has become the most favored Christmas symbol. The image of Santa flying in a sleigh pulled by reindeers and leaving gifts for every child is well known throughout the world.
On the night before Christmas, millions of children now dream of the prospects of what Santa may bring. When they awake they will rush to check their stockings and look under the Christmas tree to what gifts Santa Claus has brought them.
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Santa Claus lives in legend but Santa Claus was a real man. Saint Nicholas, a monk, who became the Bishop of Myra. It is believed that St. Nicholas was born sometime around 280 A.D. in Patara, near Myra in modern-day Turkey. Much admired for his kindness and piety, and a champion of the needy, especially children, he was legendary for his generosity. Nicholas was the child of wealthy parents, and at their death, they left him a large inheritance. He decided to use his inheritance to help those less fortunate. 

Nicholas became the subject of many legends the most famous being the story of three sisters. This story illustrates his benevolence, with two of the basic principles of the holiday spirit, giving to others and helping those less fortunate, as well as the tradition of hanging a stocking by the fireplace.

According to the legend, there were three maidens whose family had become bankrupt. As their father could not afford a dowry, none of them could marry. So the father was considering selling one of his daughters into slavery to get a dowry for the other daughters. Saint Nicholas heard of the family's troubles, and went to their home late one evening and anonymously threw three bags of gold down the chimney. Miraculously, a bag fell into each of the sisters stockings, that were hanging by the fireplace to dry. His kind gift made it possible for all three sisters to marry.
Over time the legend of kind Nicholas traveling and giving gifts, spread far and wide and he became known as the protector of children and the poor. The American image of Santa Claus would gradually evolve into a jolly old pump man dressed in a red suit with a big warm smile who says “Ho, Ho, Ho” a lot.  Santa Claus who flies a sleigh pulled by eight reindeers delivers gifts to the children of the world.  So, Santa Claus really is still here among us each Christmas, helping us all to celebrate the birth of Christ and making our children happy.  
Santa’s Reindeer

	The history of Christmas Reindeer is associated with Santa Claus riding in from the north pole to give gifts to children on Christmas day. Santa has eight reindeers that magically pull his sleigh through the sky. They are named Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Comet, Cupid, Donder and Blitzen. Reindeers were ancient domestic animals that came into being several thousands years ago and have become a beloved symbol of Christmas. Another, perhaps now more famous, reindeer used by Santa on foggy nights is Rudolf. The story of Rudolf the red-nosed Reindeer was created by Robert L May in 1939, in a give-away booklet for the Montgomery Ward department stores. Rudolf the red-nosed Reindeer was then made famous by the song recorded by Gene Autry in 1949.
	[image: image5.png]





The Christmas Tree
	The tradition of using evergreen festive trees and decorating the branches has played an important part in seasonal and New Year celebrations for many centuries. Well before the advent of Christianity, evergreen trees have had a special meaning for mankind. Just as people today decorate their homes during the holiday season with pine, fir or spruce trees, ancient people hung evergreen boughs over their entrances. In many regions it was believed that evergreens would keep away evil spirits, witches, illness and even ghosts. The modern Christmas tree tradition eventually spread throughout Europe and German immigrants who went to American also took their Christmas tree tradition. The invention of the light bulb and electricity in the 20th century enhanced the sparkle of Christmas trees and solidified their images.
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Yes, Christmas is a great holiday where most people around the world celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ by giving and spreading the idea of peace on earth and goodwill towards all people. But there are some people who want to change our Christmas traditions and remove the words Jesus and Christ from the face of the earth.  These are the bleeding-heart politically correct cowards who don’t want to offend the Muslins or the Atheists or anybody else who does not believe in Jesus.  It doesn’t matter to them that the United States is an overwhelming Christian country. They don’t want the word Christmas mentioned anywhere.  They want the Christmas tree to be called the Holiday Tree and Merry Christmas to be called Happy Holidays.  You can’t display the Cross anywhere in public without some activist taking you to court.  Do you remember the big Cross that used to be located at Camp Smith?  Give me a break!!  What makes me mad is the fact that many cities, large businesses, and politicians have given in to these idiots.

I will end this column with a humorous politically correct version of 'THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS!'

'Twas the night before Christmas and Santa's a wreck...

How to live in a world that's politically correct?

His workers no longer would answer to "Elves"

"Vertically Challenged" they were calling themselves

And labor conditions at the north pole

Were alleged by the union to stifle the soul

Four reindeer had vanished, without much propriety

Released to the wilds by the Humane Society

And equal employment had made it quite clear

That Santa had better not use just reindeer

So Dancer and Donner, Comet and Cupid

Were replaced with 4 pigs, and you know that looked stupid!

The runners had been removed from his sleigh;

The ruts were termed dangerous by the E P A

And people had started to call for the cops

When they heard sled noises on their roof-tops

Second-hand smoke from his pipe had his workers quite frightened

His fur trimmed red suit was called "Unenlightened"

And to show you the strangeness of life's ebbs and flows

Rudolf was suing over unauthorized use of his nose

And had gone on Geraldo, in front of the nation

Demanding millions in over-due compensation

So, half of the reindeer were gone; and his wife

Who suddenly said she'd enough of this life

Joined a self-help group, packed, and left in a whiz

Demanding from now on her title was Ms

And as for the gifts, why, he'd ne'er had a notion

That making a choice could cause so much commotion

Nothing of leather, nothing of fur

Which meant nothing for him. And nothing for her

Nothing that might be construed to pollute

Nothing to aim. Nothing to shoot

Nothing that clamored or made lots of noise

Nothing for just girls. Or just for boys

Nothing that claimed to be gender specific

Nothing that's warlike or non-pacific

No candy or sweets ... they were bad for the tooth

Nothing that seemed to embellish the truth

And fairy tales, while not yet forbidden

Were like Ken and Barbie, better off hidden

For they raised the hackles of those psychological

Who claimed the only good gift was ecological

No baseball, no football ... someone could get hurt;

Besides; playing sports exposed kids to dirt

Dolls were said to be sexist, and should be passe;

And Nintendo would rot your entire brain away

So Santa just stood there, disheveled, perplexed;

He just could not figure out what to do next

He tried to be merry, tried to be gay

But you've got to be careful with that word today

His sack was quite empty, limp to the ground;

Nothing fully acceptable was to be found

Something special was needed, a gift that he might

Give to all without angering the left or the right

A gift that would satisfy, with no indecision

Each group of people, every religion;

Every ethnicity, every hue

Everyone, everywhere ... even you

So here is that gift, it's price beyond worth ...

"May you and your loved ones enjoy peace on earth"      
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!!
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