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	“The Answer”
May 14, 2008


Who is one of the best basketball players in the history of the NBA?  Who represents a threatening, gangster-rap lifestyle, yet embodies the most traditional values of sports – loyalty, courage, emotion, and unbound determination?  Who has been accused of throwing his wife out of the house naked yet supports an extended family of at least 33 people?  Who spent six months in prison after being convicted of hitting a girl with a chair during a bowling alley brawl?  Who has a lot of tattoos and currently plays basketball for the Denver Nuggets but played most of his career with the Philadelphia 76ers?  “The Answer” is his nickname and the person we are talking about is Allen Iverson – this is his story.
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Ann Iverson was single and 15 years old when she gave birth to Allen on June 7, 1975. Allen grew up in the projects (slums) in Hampton, Virginia in a house that sit on top of the city's sewers. Whenever they burst or backed up, the floor would be covered with sewage. Iverson's biological father Allen Broughton who stayed in Connecticut, where the family lived before Allen was born, never played any role in his life, and recently pledged guilty to stabbing a former girlfriend and is serving a seven-year prison term.
Mom Ann had a hard time making ends meet, and the house was often without water or electricity because of unpaid bills. "She did whatever she had to do," Allen explains, while refusing to elaborate on that cryptic statement. Growing up, Iverson was often responsible for taking care of his younger sisters Brandy (born 1979) and Liesha (born 1991), which was especially difficult with Liesha, who suffered frequent seizures.  

Mounting medical bills pushed the family further in debt. Ann's boyfriend, Allen's de facto father, Michael Freeman has been in and out of jail all of his life. After a car accident got him unemployed once again in 1991, desperate for money Freeman was caught and convicted for drug possession with intent to distribute. "I didn't buy Cadillacs and diamond rings," Freeman explains, "I was payin bills."
Michael Freeman was the one who taught Allen how to play basketball and pushed him to excel at it. Today, Allen's proud of Freeman. "He never robbed anybody," said Allen. "He was just trying to feed his family. It would kill him to come home from jail and find out how his family was living. One time he came home and just sat down and cried." Today Freeman is serving time in the same Virginia prison where Allen was sent in 1993. 

Iverson's mom early on saw Allen's basketball skills as a ticket to get out of the projects and live a normal life. She encouraged Allen to keep playing the game he loved so much. Every time his mother saw him start to lose heart she told him "go till the end every time you see the chance".  Despite his rather short and slim body, Allen was never afraid of challenging bigger guys on the court.
Iverson was a great high school football player too – he was a quarterback who had 34 touchdowns in one season and a defensive back who once intercepted five passes in one game.  Shortly after Bethel High School won the Division 5 state football championship in 1992, Iverson made a bold prediction - he said that Bethel would win the state championship in basketball, too. Three months later, Iverson completed his double when Bethel won the Group AAA state championship and Iverson turned in the greatest year ever by a Group AAA player by averaging 31.6 points a game.  He was one of the best known people in the city of Hampton after that feat.
But then the famous bowling alley incident happened.  Allen's crowd was loud and had to be asked to quiet down several times, and eventually something of a shouting match began with another group of youths. The only undisputable fact is that shortly thereafter a huge fight erupted, pitting the local white kids against the blacks. The 17-year old Iverson was arrested and tried as an adult, convicted of maiming by mob, and sentenced to five years in prison for throwing a chair at a girl.  

Virginia's first black Governor, Doug Wilder, granted Iverson conditional release after four months behind bars. The trial and the verdict set off a national debate on race politics. Iverson and his supporters maintain his innocence. Allen cannot be seen on an amateur video of the incident and he claims he left the alley as soon as the trouble began. "For me to be in a bowling alley where everybody in the whole place knows who I am and be crackin' people upside the head with chairs and think nothin' gonna happen?" asks Iverson. "That's crazy! And what kind of a man would I be to hit a girl in the head with a damn chair? I wish at least they'd said I hit some damn man."
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In the spring 1994, Georgetown basketball coach John Thompson visited Iverson at Hampton's Bethel High School. Thompson told the prolific guard that he would offer him a scholarship, but he would not hesitate to send him back to Hampton with his "tail between his legs" if he failed to comply with the legendary coach, or the strict honor code of Georgetown. At Georgetown, Iverson was an Arts Major, his first love as a child. He is still known for caricatures that depict teammates and celebrities.

As a Hoya, Iverson won two Big East Defensive Player of the Year awards, a Rookie Tournament First Team and a gold medal for his win at the World University Games in Japan in 1995. Iverson led all USA players in scoring and assists, averaging 16.7 points and 6.1 assists a game. He was also the Hoyas All-Time leading scorer.  Iverson, who was named First Team All-America by the Associated Press as a sophomore, started 66 of 67 career games and led Georgetown in scoring both of his two seasons. Because of his family situation, Iverson needed to turn pro early, which meant leaving school after two years. Iverson was the first basketball player to leave Georgetown early for the NBA under Coach John Thompson.
After Georgetown, Allen Iverson was selected first overall by the Philadelphia 76ers in the 1996 NBA Draft. Iverson quickly established himself as one of the premier point guards in the NBA. He also gained a reputation as fun to watch and promptly filled the Sixers arena. He was named 1996 Rookie of the Year and was a member of the NBA All-Rookie First Team.
Iverson arguably had his best season in 2001 — he led the Sixers to a 56-26 record and won MVP honors at the All Star Game. He also averaged a then-career high 31.1 points, winning his second NBA scoring title in the process. Iverson won the NBA steals title at 2.5 a game and was named NBA Most Valuable Player for his accomplishments. In the playoffs, Iverson and the Sixers defeated the Indiana Pacers in the first round and the Vince Carter-led Toronto Raptors in the Eastern Semifinals. In the next round, the Sixers defeated the Milwaukee Bucks to advance to the 2001 NBA Finals against the defending champion Los Angeles Lakers. Iverson scored a playoff high 48 in Game 1, which the Sixers won. However, the Shaquille O'Neal and Kobe Bryant led Lakers would win the next 4 games and the title. It was the high point of Iverson's tenure in Philadelphia.
Iverson got married to Tawanna Turner on August 3rd, 2001.  In a life that has lacked stability, his wife has been described by those who know her as a lifeline for Iverson, his ''balancer,'' the ''other side of the coin,'' a person he ''would not have made it without.''  She grew up in a middle-class home; he grew up in poverty. He is emotional; she is quiet and reserved, calmly self-assured. ''She's helped me so much, more than you can imagine,'' Iverson said in an interview with Playboy magazine. ''Just helping me become the person I am and the player. She has always been there for me. She's a great mother, a great wife.''  They have four children, Tiaura, Messiah, Isaiah Rahsaan and Allen II, who is known as Deuce.
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	Allen and Tawanna Iverson


On November 29, 2006 following a conflict at practice, Iverson stormed out of the gymnasium. That same evening, Iverson missed a corporate sponsor night at the Lucky Strike Lanes in Philadelphia. All the 76ers besides Iverson attended this mandatory event and Iverson was fined an undisclosed amount. On December 8th Iverson reportedly demanded a trade from the Sixers. On December 19th, the Philadelphia 76ers sent Iverson and forward Ivan McFarlin to the Denver Nuggets for Andre Miller, Joe Smith, and two first-round picks in the 2007 NBA Draft.
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	The Denver Nuggets starting five (my All-Tattoo Team): (Clockwise from top left)

Anthony Carter, Carmelo Anthony, Marcus Camby, Kenyon Martin and Iverson  


As you can see, Allen Iverson has accumulated a lot of tattoos over the years. When he first came into the NBA, he had only one tattoo from college – it was a bulldog with his nickname, “The Answer”.  I Googled the number of tattoos Iverson currently has and it come back and said “at least 21”.  
For a skinny 6 foot 165 pound person, Iverson has come a long ways from the Hampton slums to being one of the greatest basketball players ever.  He has remained loyal to his roots, his family and hometown friends.  Iverson’s story is all too common among inter city athletes who grew up in the slums without a father.  Most have gotten in trouble with the law and seen several of their friends killed in gang related violence.  The lucky ones like Allen Iverson were good enough at sports to escape this environment. 
I really like to watch Iverson play basketball but I don’t like his gangster-rap lifestyle or all of those ugly tattoos all over his body. 
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