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	Africa – A Troubled Continent (Part III)
July 2006


                          (This is the last of 3 parts)
Since most governments and people of the World have such a short memory when it comes to remembering the problems in Africa, here is a recap of what’s going on there.

· Millions of innocent people are being slaughtered by corrupt governments and radical rebels.

· Civil War rages in several countries.

· Radical Islamic Muslims are trying to kill the Christians.
· Black Africans are fighting the white Africans.

· Different Africans tribes are battling each other.

· There are several border wars going on.

· Violent bloody COUPS happen on a regular basis.
· Millions of innocent people are dying of disease and starvation.

· The AIDS epidemic rages out-of-control.

· Dirty water is causing major outbreaks of diseases such as cholera and dysentery.

· No water (drought) is causing lack of crops and famine.  

· The economy is collapsing in many countries.

· Radical Islamic Muslim terrorist attacks have hit several cities.

How has Africa gotten into such a terrible state?  The simple answer to this question is poverty, corruption, and the legacy of colonialism.  Africa can solve most of their problems if these underlying causes can be fixed.  Here are a few ideas, conditions and facts that must be addressed in order to make life better for the people living in Africa.
Africans must quit blaming the actions of others for all their problems. Political colonialism ended over forty years ago.  Africans need to take responsibilities for their own problems and quit asking outside governments for help.  They must realize that these outsiders don’t care about them and only want to make money by exploiting their valuable resources. 
Africans of differing cultures must quit fighting and start working together to build a better nation.
Africa needs more democracy and stronger enforcement of the laws. The style of government must take into consideration the unique cultural history and attitudes and values of the African people.
Africans have to understand the nature of the corruption problem and how seriously it damages their lives.  When an African engages in an act of corruption, he helps seal his fate and the fate of his children to lives of poverty and misery.  Anti-corruption laws must be adopted and enforced.
In most African countries, the military is part of the problem, not the solution. Somehow, civilians need to gain control of the military and keep it in line. 
Human rights violations must be stopped.  The UN and civilized countries around the World can’t just sit back and let millions of innocent people be killed by corrupt governments and radical rebels.  

The people of Africa must be educated.

Health care must improve.  This is one area where the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation is spending a lot of money to help the people in Africa.  Controlling AIDS must be the number one priority.  Malaria can be controlled through newly designed long-lasting mosquito nets and a new generation of effective medicines. Other tropical diseases also can be controlled, and practical technologies for safe drinking water can dramatically reduce diarrheal diseases.
Africa needs to enter the computer age. Technology will expand the opportunities of millions of people and provide access to all kinds of information.  It will have an important role to play in creating a thriving and competitive Africa.  This is another area where Bill Gates has pledged

to help by providing IT training.   
Africa must face the need to industrialize.  More corporations need to be established and profits need to stay in Africa.  They need to put more people to work.

Africa needs to use new technologies to improve farming methods and to preserve the land for harvesting better crops.  The Peace Corps and other volunteer humane organizations are helping in this area.
New laws must be enacted and enforced to protect the environment.  These laws must prohibit cutting down the forests, draining the wetlands, and  killing the animals.
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So, is there any hope for the people of this continent where all these bad things are happening?

Yes, but it is not going to happen any time soon.  There is great potential in Africa. It is the last truly undeveloped continent. Its wealth of resources could make it fabulously rich. 

But Africa must solve most of its own problems. The rest of the world has largely given up on Africa, so it is up to Africans themselves to fix their problems. 

Africans must put behind them their dependency on living on corruption and short-term gain. They must look to the future, not cry about the past. They must take their destiny into their own hands.
The ultimate solution for fixing the problems in Africa must be "African solutions to African problems."  

     Source – Africa’s Agony http://www.bidstrup.com/agony.htm
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